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1.
Analysis of the returned questionnaires 

1.1. National Contact Addresses

Martine Vanderstraeten

Federal Office for scientific, technical and cultural affairs (OSTC)

Rue de la Science 8

1000 Brussels

Belgium

Phone: 0032-2-2383610

Fax: 0032-2-2305912

email: vdst@belspo.be
Francoise Onclincx

Brussels Institute of the Environment (IBGE-BIM)

Gulledelle 100

1200 Brussels - Belgium

Phone: 0032-2-775-7511

Fax: 0032-2-775-7679

email: fon@igbebim.be
1.2. Rankings of R & D areas in Sustainable Regional Development

1. resource management

2. quality of life

3. socio-economic issues

4. urban/rural interactions

5. land-use change

6. renewable energies/resources

7. environmental economy

8. cultural heritage

9. water management

10. ethnic dimension

In addition, the following, not hierarchically listed terms were mentioned:

· social justice

· environmental protection

· economic solidity

· resource management

· pollution management

1.3. National Definitions on SD and SRD

There is no national definition on SRD in Belgium that has been accepted by a Belgian co-ordinated forum. The Belgians normally use the general definition of sustainable development as it is mentioned in the Brundtlandreport. 

The project description of the composite urban indicators project of the OSTC proposes the following definition: „It is a matter of managing the resources in a sustainable and rational way, limiting the pollution to ensure the well-being of the whole population with the respect of the responsible citizenship and the social justice.“

1.4. SRD and its Environmental Aspects as part of National Research Priorities and National Research Fields

The Belgian constitution has separated competencies: global economic topics are national, social- and environmental topics are regional competencies. No co-ordination exists between the Belgian regions in the field of SRD, except when Belgium is asked to provide a national environmental position for international obligations (for example EU directives)

The Council of Ministers approved a research program called „Scientific Support Plan for a Sustainable Development Policy“ on March, 7th 1996 (see also chapter 5). This plan covers a period of 4 to 6 years, depending on the sub-programs. It aims at underpinning the Belgian federal plan for a sustainable development (see chapter 5). The spatial reference is the country of Belgium, the adjacent North Sea (as far as the areas of competence are federal) and the ecosystem of the Antarctica.

The plan clusters partly existing programs which are now more oriented towards sustainability. The plan includes horizontal actions to link these different programs, to provide an added value and to reach interdisciplinarity and integration.

In this context, SD is part of the „national“ priorities on its own and as part of other research priorities. 

Environmental aspects have got high priority in regional and national research priorities (see answers point 1.5.). 

Classical environmental research fields“, such as 

· the protection of the climate 

· stratospheric ozone layer

· air quality in the troposphere (as far as the federal competencies allow)

· protection of the forests and grass land ecosystems

· protection of the North Sea and of the ecosystem Antarctica

· prevention of natural hazards

are listed, but also the elaboration of indicators for sustainability and the planification of noise and waste management.

1.5. Opinion and expectations for Research Co-operations in the field of SRD

Opinions differ: on the one side it was stated, that there is close co-operation in the area of research on economic or social aspects of the environment (within the 4th Framework Program), but not in the classical environment of climate programs. The Belgian performance in the field of social or economic aspects of the environment is not „quite satisfying“, as there is no long tradition in this specific field. 

The other statement senses a certain lack of co-ordination between the different DGs of the EU in the field of SD. 

At the EU-level, the development of a common, comparable methodology is expected. Above all, efforts in the area of the interface between research and assessment of national and EU-funded research are necessary. As not every county can have an expertise in every area linked to SD, the partners should learn from each other to come up with suitable solutions for several countries. 

At the international level, Belgium counts on international co-operation based on European co-operations, for example the integration of European initiatives in international programs such as IHDP.

In general, the following expectations mentioned are:

· increase of information’s availability

· multiplication of technical experience exchanges

· creation of a place where all  EU projects are described and updated

· increases in pluridisciplinary research, respecting the competencies of each of the experts and combining the added values (creation of research teams with different experts of different disciplines).

1.6. Considered Research Needs and Future Plans

Research Needs:

· better exchange between specialists

· better urban expert evaluation

· development of a methodology to describe the state of the art of a region/county with respect to SD and to evaluate the road towards sustainable development

· understanding the system Earth

· evaluating the carrying capacity of the system Earth and the role of anthropogenic impact versus natural changes

· developing methodologies to motivate people, to teach them to deal with long-term, global issues with a lot of uncertainties to foster public awareness and understanding

· developing methodologies and other instruments to tackle a set of problems, multi-stresses in a general context

Future Plans: no answer!

2. Analysis of the returned Description Sheets

2.1. Comments

Attention: The following evaluation is based on only two returned description sheets, and has therefore to be interpreted with extreme caution. One of them concerns a national program (sub-program of the Scientific Support Plan, see also chapter 5.2.), the other one a EU-wide Program about mountain agriculture.

For project profiles, see chapter 4.

2.2. Key Research Fields and Involved Disciplines

Two research fields are mentioned: 

· agriculture

· global environmental problems

Among others the involved disciplines are:

Computer sciences, informatics, economical mathematics, physics, biology, biochemistry, ecology, palaeontology, climatology, hydrology, hydrography, soil science, forestry, wood production, socio -economics.

The total involvement of natural sciences disciplines: 12. 

The total involvement of Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary Medicine: 3. 

2.3. Interdisciplinary Method

The numbers represent the total number each approach was mentioned. 

Country
Project Leader
System
Group Networking
Negotiation
Other
none

Belgium
1*
1
1
0
0
0

* Number of mentioning

2.4. Participation of Social Actors

Societal actors
Number of mentioning

Municipalities/authorities
1*

NGO
1

* Number of mentioning

2.5. Type and Size of Regions addressed in the Projects / Programs

One of the Belgian Programs addresses the Mountain area of the European Union and of Switzerland and Slovenia, the other one the country of Belgium (about 30.000 km²) as well as naturally defined smaller regions e.g. a forest ecosystem with a few ha depending on the specific projects of the program.

2.6. Types of co-operating Organisations and their functions 


function


funding
strategic
conceptiv
research
policy
dissemination & implementation
advisory board

university

1*
1
1


1

private research inst.

1

1


1

citizen group





1


public organisation



1

1
1

private organisation





1
1

national polit. institution




1
1


European polit. institution
1



1



* Number of mentioning

not mentioned: industry, NGO, regional political institution, international political institution and funding agencies

2.7. Overall Budget and Funding

The national program is financed by the national state (100 %), the EU-program by the European Union (100 %).

Institutions

2.8. Centres of excellence 

CNDD - National Council on Sustainable Development 
Recherche scientific et développement durable

Contact person/address
Martine Vanderstraeten

Federal Office for scientific, technical and cultural affairs (OSTC)

Rue de la Science 8

1000 Brussels

Belgium

Phone: 0032-2-2383610

Fax: 0032-2-2305912

email: vdst@belspo.be

Kind of institution
Federal Council on SD, meeting forum/discussion forum of the most important actors in the field of SD at the federal level, created 1993

Activities/key research fields
· to give relevant opinion to all measures that are taken by the national government in the field of SD

· discussion forum on matters of SD

· to propose research priorities and to propose themes for research studies

· to support the participation of public and private organisations and the citizens

· organisation of conferences

Financial Structure


Organisation
One national Council with several working groups, two regional (linguistic) consulting Councils in the same field of interest and with the same objectives: (MINARAAD and Conseil Wallon de l’Environnement et du développenment durable)

The exact organisational structure of the national Council on SD is declared in the „loi relative à la coordination de la politique fédérale de développement durable“, chapter 5, information material)

OSTC - Prime Minister’s Services for Scientific, Technical and Cultural Affairs

Contact person/address
Martine Vanderstraeten

Federal Office for scientific, technical and cultural affairs (OSTC)

Rue de la Science 8

1000 Brussels

Belgium

Phone: 0032-2-2383610

Fax: 0032-2-2305912

email: vdst@belspo.be

Kind of institution
Prime Minister’s Services

Activities/key research fields
· the co-ordination of research activities and the installation of federal research programs in the thematic interests of national or international character, especially the Belgian Scientific Support Plan

· the mobilisation of technical and scientific means to support federal policies and competencies

· the management of ten federal scientific institutions

Financial Structure
23,3 billion Belgian francs for the overall Belgian budget for research and technology, 13,1 milliards are managed by the OSTC (in 1996). Ca. 77 % belongs to R & D itself. 

Organisation
Two groups of services: support services (statistics, administration, national co-ordination and international activities) and operational services (e.g. the federal thematic research programs such as the Scientific Support Plan for a Sustainable Development Policy)

2.9. Involved Organisations and Institutions

Most of the Belgian research takes place in small university laboratories, in consulting firms or in federal scientific research institutes, e.g. the Royal Meteorological Institute or the Belgian Institute for Space Aeronomy. Within the new Support Plan for a Sustainable Development Policy, these different research units form very often multi-disciplinary networks in order to come up with integrated research results. In each of the different programs of this plan, several different institutions are involved. 

Institutions in the Brussels region:

Brussels Institute for Management of the Environment (IBGE-BIM)

Contact person/address
Francoise Onclincx

Brussels Institute of the Environment (IBGE-BIM)

Gulledelle 100

1200 Brussels - Belgium

Phone: 0032-2-775-7511

Fax: 0032-2-775-7679

email: fon@igbebim.be

Kind of institution
regional environmental administration body

Activities/key research fields
· to promote clean technologies

· fiscal attests for investments in environmental R & D 

Others are:

· Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB)

· Vieje Universiteit of Brussel (VUB)

· Forest Reserves Research Network, Brussels

2.10. National Networks 

CNDD: National Council on SD 

OSTC: Federal Support Plan for a Sustainable Development

Other national networks with specific thematic research background other than sustainable development are listed in „SSTC, missions et activités“. 

CCPIE: International Environmental Policy Co-ordination in Belgium, as the environmental aspects are of regional competencies in Belgium

2.11. Internet Search 

3.4.1. Number of Hits

sustainable+development+belgium: 4

sustaianble+regional+development+belgium:0

3.4.2. Ministries

Belgian government:

http://www.belgium.fgov.be
Ministry of Agriculture:

http://www.cmlag.fgov.be/eng/adres.html#4
USEFUL ADDRESSES

1.Information 

2.Regional offices of "INASTI" 

 3.Provincial "agricuture" center 

 4.Scientific Institutes 

SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTES

Centre for research on agricultural economics (CREA)

                    WTC III - 24-25 floor

                    Boulevard S. Bolivar 30

                    1000 Brussels

                    Tel.: +32.2.208 32 11

                    Fax : +32.2.208 50 75

Jardin botanique national

                    Domein van Bouchout

                    1860 Meise

                    Tel.: +32.2.269 39 05

                    Fax : +32.2.270 15 67

Centre for veterinary and agrochemical study and research

                    (CERVA)

                    Groeselenberg 99

                    1180 Brussels

                    Tel.: +32.2.375 44 55

                    Fax : +32.2.375 09 79

                    Leuvensesteenweg 17

                    3080 Tervuren

                    Tel.: +32.2.769 22 39

                    Fax : +32.2.769 23 05

 CRA-Gembloux

                    Avenue de la Faculté d'Agronomie 22

                    5030 Gembloux

                    Tel.: +32.81.61 19 55

                    Fax : +32.81.61 49 41

CLO-Gent

                    Burgemeester Van Gansberghelaan 96

                    9820 Merelbeke

                    Tel.: +32.9.272 02 11

                    Fax : +32.9.272 02 15

Federal department of the evironment
Links (global change) under construction

http://www.environment.fgov.be/Root/tasks/atmosphere/klim/info/links/sci/set_en.htm
OSTC:

http://www.belspo.be/belspo/links/index_uk.htm
3.4.3. The World Wide Web Virtual Library Sustainable Development

http://www.ulb.ac.be/ceese/meta/sustvl.html
Description: A comprehensive list of internet sites dealing with sustainable development documents, databases, directories or metadatabases. 

This page is maintained by the Centre for Economic and Social Studies on the Environment, Université Libre of Bruxelles (ULB). Updated bi-monthly.

Some of the institutions mentioned in chapter 3 in other country sections and the International Institute for Sustainable Development  were found here. 

This institutions offers an other interesting service:

Best Environmental Directories

http://www.ulb.ac.be/ceese/meta/cds.htm
http://www.ulb.ac.be/ceese/english/cesse.html
Centre for Economic and Social Studies for the Environment (CESSE)

Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB)  

44, Avenue Jeanne, CP 124 

B-1050 Brussels 

Belgium

http://www.ecotopia.be/ecotopia/ecotopia.html
Ecotopia vc / EPE Liaison Office

Antwerpsesteenweg 461

B-2390 Westmalle

Belgium

Phone + 32 3 3129373

Fax + 32 3 3092874

Email hq@ecotopia.be

http://www.epe.be/
European Partners for Environment

3.4.4. Contact Addresses for Organisations located in Belgium found in the IISD-directory

EUROSTEP Secretariat

115 rue Stévin 

1040 Brussels

Belgium

Voice: +32-2-231-16-59

Fax: +32-2-230-37-80

Email: eurostep@gn.apc.org

ICLEI European Cities & Towns Campaign

22, rue du Cornet, 

B-1049 Brussels

Belgium

Voice: 33-2/230 53 51

Fax: 33-2/230 88 50 

Projects / Programs

Title
Global Change and Sustainable Development 1996 - 2000 

Contact person / address
Martine Vanderstraeten

Federal Office for scientific, technical and cultural affairs (OSTC)

Rue de la Science 8

1000 Brussels

Belgium

Phone: 0032-2-2383610

Fax: 0032-2-2305912

email: vdst@belspo.be

Kind of project / program
Program

Objective(s)
· to reduce uncertainties about the extent and patterns of global environmental problems through a better understanding of the ecosystem and its interaction with socio-economic systems to provide a firmer scientific basis for decision-making

· to help strengthen the scientific and technical basis needed to make and implement policy on Global Change and Sustainable Development with particular reference to climate change

· to understand the physical, chemical and biological processes of change on the Earth system and their interactions

· to develop methodologies and models to explain the operation and evolution of the climate system, its influences and to project potential climate changes

· to understand the effects of Global Change and especially the effects of climate change on terrestrial ecosystems, hydrological cycles, essentially in Belgium, including a risk or vulnerability assessment. The results must be compiled and globalised in a report relevant to Belgium.

· to develop tools with which to evaluate consequences of policy options. 

Key research field
Global (Climate) Change, global environmental problems

Title
Integration of Environmental Concerns into mountain Agriculture

Contact person / address
Gaelle Marion

Euromontana

46, Rue Philippe le Bon

B – 1000 Bruxelles

Phone: 0322-2804283

Fax: 0322-2804285

Email: euromontana@skynet.be

Kind of project / program
Program

Objective(s)
· Analysis of environmental aspects of mountain farming, assessment of political instruments and development of options and proposals

Key research field
Agriculture

Title
Environmental Urban Composite Indicators

Contact person / address
Francoise Onclincx

Brussels Institute for Management of the Environment (IBGE – BIM)

Gulledelle 100

BE – 1200 Brussels

Phone: 02-775-7511

Fax: 02-775-7679

Email: fon@ibgebim.be

Kind of project / program
project

Objective(s)
· to elaborate a bundle of realistic indicators of the sustainable and ecological friendly development of urban areas. This tool should render possible a decision making process towards sustainable development and the evaluation of this process at the local level. 

Key research field
Indicators for sustainable development

Title
Project Euroregion: interregional environmental Indicators of sustainable regional development

Contact person / address
Francoise Onclincx

Brussels Institute for Management of the Environment (IBGE – BIM)

Gulledelle 100

BE – 1200 Brussels

Phone: 02-775-7511

Fax: 02-775-7679

Email: fon@ibgebim.be

Kind of project / program
project

Objective(s)
· to elaborate at most two composite indicators for three different environmental themes (air quality, noise and biodiversity) to be used at the regional level

Additionally mentioned projects/network participation: 

· LIFE project: network RESPECT (Montpellier): Environmental Schedule

· ACR: Association of Cities for Recycling

· The Sustainable Cities and Towns Campaign

· Tool box for the integrated planning and managing of road traffic noise to the use of urban local authorities
3. Evaluation of the attached information material

3.1. OSTC: Missions et Activités 

OSTC (1997): Missions et Activités des services du Premier Ministre, Services fédéraux des Affaires scientifiques, techniques et culturelles

This publication presents the Belgian Scientific Support Programs that have been approved by the Council of Ministers with special emphasis on the  three main objectives of the scientific activities in the next years: 

· the society of information

· the sustainable development

· the social cohesion

Sustainable Development is conceived as a broad and complex concept that has to be clarified and given concrete objectives to be handled by political decision-makers. Urgently the existing stage of intentions and resolutions has to be overcome. In this regard, science could play an important role by identifying the conditions to fulfil in order to develop other protection and consumption pattern, to develop a more rational use of natural resources and to guarantee the economic and social progress. 

In addition, international co-operations of Belgium as well as the federal Belgian scientific institutions, the national (thematic) research networks and the operational centres of the OSTC are described.

3.2. Scientific Support Plan for a Sustainable Development Policy

OSTC: Scientific Support Plan for a Sustainable Development Policy

Document A: General Information


Document B: Detailed information relating to each action  - calls for 


proposals

An action plan to provide scientific support for a policy of sustainable development that will be based - on the one hand - on an existing pool of expertise developed in programs that are already managed by the OSTC, though redirected so as to focus on SD. On the other hand, it will open up the possibility of integrating new actions that are necessary in order to provide support for the political decision-makers. 

The Scientific Support Plan for a policy of SD has been approved at the federal level by the Council of Ministers on March 7th, 1996. The overall aim is the implementation of a real and effective policy of SD of a local, national and international level. 

The recommendations made by the Belgian National Council for SD are integrated in the work, with special emphasis on developing indicators and tools, particularly by promoting interdisciplinary relations, by exchanging information and by considering both social and scientific aspects. 

The objectives are:

· to develop a solid base of scientific and technical expertise, including appropriate methods and tools, with a view of being in a better position to fulfil the objectives of SD by facilitating the integration of data

· to strengthen communications between researchers with the same discipline and between disciplines

· to provide scientific and technical support for the political decision-making process

· to integrate research teams within projects conducted at international level, not only to ensure an exchange of data, but also with a view of contributing to SD extending beyond our own frontiers and even those of the continent.

The Scientific Support Plan consists of five thematic research programs: 

· Global Change and Sustainable Development 1996 – 2000) 

· Sustainable Development of the North Sea

· Antarctica

· Sustainable Mobility

· Standards for Food Production

and one program concerned with the integration of human behaviour and natural phenomena with a view of developing tools to support the decision – making process: 

· Levers for a sustainable development policy

One program deals with the development of tools for research purposes:

· Earth observation by satellite

Additional supporting actions are aiming at the integration of scientific data, the management of these data and the promotion of the exchange of this information. 

3.3. Recherche scientifique et Développement durable - Rapport final

OSTC (1996): Recherche scientifique er Développement durable – Rapport final

A final report for the National Council on Sustainable Development (CNDD), financed by the OSTC. 

The objectives of this report were

· to analyse the consequences for the research in Belgium when accepting SD as a leading concept of policy at the federal level

· to analyse the needs and priorities of the civil population, the scientific research and the politics

· to define priorities of research in the field of SD

· to propose the scientific bases for a federal strategy towards SD

· to formulate recommendations to follow when adopting SD as a leading concept for the (federal) policy.

These goals were achieved by the analysis of the different action programs, by interviewing „key people“ who are considered important in Belgium in the field of sustainable development (representatives of administration bodies and scientists - see a list of the interviewed people in the described publication).

An evaluation of special research programs at the national level as well as for the Walloon region, for the Flanders region and for the Brussels region can be found in this publication, page 55 - 61:

1. Federal level (see also chapter 4.1. and 5.2.:)

National programs: 

1. Global Change

2. Sustainable management of the North Sea

3. Antarctica

4. Sustainable mobility

5. Product standard

6. Levers for a sustainable development

7. Earth observation by satellite

among other federal programs (see also publication OSTC: missions et activités)

Organisations:

organisation CNDD (National Council on SD)

and OSTC (Prime Minister’s Services - scientific, technical and cultural affairs)

2. Flanders region:

four main fields of research

1. VLAM - new materials

2. VLAB - biotechnology

3. VLIET - energy technologies 

4. VLIM - environmental technologies

MINARAAD - official consulting organisation of the Flanders government in the field of environmental politics and nature conversation (since 1991).

3. Walloon region:

Programs: 

1. Environmental Plan for Sustainable Development (5-year-plan for the environment)

2. Program „Environmental Technologies“

3. Programs FIRST (raising of the technological and scientific potential)

4. Brussels Region:

Organisation:

Brussels Institute for the Management of the Environment (IBGE) - regional environmental administration

The results of the evaluation:

· The role of science is not considered very important for the forthcoming and implementation of SD in society

· The role of science in SD is above all instrumental 

· The implementation gap of (scientific) concepts is still dominating

The research (in Belgium) can be divided in

· the paradigmatic research

· the conceptual research

· the implementation-oriented research

and after their key research fields

· research on climate

· research on other environmental aspects

· and relabeling of already existing themes that have in some cases not really much to do with environment or SD

The research in the field of SD has often got an inter-generational, global, multidisciplinary and societal dimension. 

The publication finally gives special recommendations for a Belgian Sustainable Development Policy.

3.4. Lignes de force du program du gouvernement fédéral

Declaration of the Government: 

3.5. Loi relative à la coordination de la politique fédérale de développement durable 

Moniteur Belge, 18. June 1997 about the Belgian federal policy and support plan of Sustainable Development (Loi relative à la coordination de la politique fédérale de développement durable du 5 mai 1997)

A Federal Plan on Sustainable Development has to define all measures to be taken at the federal level (to be renewed every four years). A draft version has to be sent to all regional governments and parliaments to integrate their opinion in it. (chapter II)

In addition, a report on the achievements on the way to sustainable development has to be published by the federal government every two years (chapter III).

The creation of two federal institutions is prescribed: a federal council on sustainable development (chapter IV) and a inter-regional commission on sustainable development (chapter V). 

3.6. Reports on the Environment and Nature in Flanders 1996

Flemish Environment Agency (1996): Report on the environment and nature in Flanders 1996 - Learning to change (MIRA-2)
Flemish Environment Agency (1998): Report on the Environment and nature in Flanders: themes MIRA-T 1998, summary
The decree of 5th of April 1996 set out the assignment for reporting on the environment and nature in Flanders as follows: 

· a description, analysis and assessment of the current state of the environment and of the environmental policy hitherto pursued, and

· an account of the expected developments in the environment as a result of pursing both the same policy and an amended policy, based on a number of relevant and approved scenarios. 

The Flemish Environmental Agency (VMM) is responsible for drafting reports on the environment and nature and is, in addition, supervised by a steering committee. 

The first report on the environment and nature in Flanders was published in 1994, well before the decree was issued. It provided a comprehensive but above all qualitative survey of the state of the environment in Flanders. 

In the second report (MIRA-2), the attempt was made to assess the following elements and incorporate them into a limited number of key variables: 

· the social and primarily economic development which places pressure on the environment

· the resulting impact on the quality of the environment, and

· the effect of the quality of the environment on humans, nature and economy. 

Then, the committee decided to divide the assignment up into three different product sections: 

· a (environmental) theme report (t-report) drawn up on an annual basis (The MIRA-T 1998 report is the first t-report. It presents a concise picture of the quality of the Flemish environment in 22 chapters.)

· scenario reports (s-reports), published every five years. These will primarily focus on anticipated developments, with particular attention given to probable case scenarios arising from both current policy and a modified policy.

· Policy assessment reports (pa-reports) examining how and to what extent policy has hitherto led to changes in the quality of nature and the environment (from 1999 onward). 

Information provided by the National Contact points and: 

Dr. Inneke Claes

Environmental Reporting

VMM

Van Benedenlaan 34

2800 Mechelen

Belgium

Phone.: 015/451410

Fax.: 015/423707

Email: i.claes@vmm.be
Martine Vanderstraeten

Federal Office for scientific, technical and cultural affairs (OSTC)

Rue de la Science 8

1000 Brussels

Belgium

Phone: 0032-2-2383610

Fax: 0032-2-2305912

email: vdst@belspo.be
Francoise Onclincx

Brussels Institute of the Environment (IBGE-BIM)

Gulledelle 100

1200 Brussels - Belgium

Phone: 0032-2-775-7511

Fax: 0032-2-775-7679

email: fon@igbebim.be
6
Comments

The returned information material – provided by representatives from the federal level as well as from regional levels - gives a good insight in the federal and also regional activities in the fields of sustainable development and environmental research and policy-making in Belgium.
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