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1.
Analysis of the returned questionnaires

1.1
National Contact Addresses

Jari Vayrynen

Ministry of the Environment

PO Box 399

00121 Helsinki

Finland

358-9-1991-9490

358-9-1991-9717

jari.vayrynen@vyh.fi
Mirja Lumiaho-Suomi

Regional Environmental Agency of Häme

Birger Jaarlin Katu 13, P.O.Box 131

FIN-13101 Hämeenlinna

Finnland

+358/3/2480559

+358/3/2420556

miria.lumiaho@vyh.fi
The other three returned questionnaires are only filled out fragmentarily, and can therefore not be used in this interpretation.

1.2
Rankings of R & D areas in Sustainable Regional Development

1. participation processes
participation processes

2. land use change / land use planning
resource management

3. commuting / transport
renewable energies / resources

4. Socio-economic issues / work
biodiversity

5. renewable energies / resources
environmental economy

6. urban / rural interactions
land use change

7. biodiversity
mass flow analysis

8. quality of life
distribution of work and wealth

9. resource management / material flow analysis
quality of life

10. good governance
socio-economic issues

1.3
National Definition on SD and SRD

The representative of the Finnish Ministry of the Environment indicates that there exists no national definition on SRD in Finland. The Finnish National Commission on Sustainable Development uses a definition of SD in general: “Sustainable development is a continuos, guided process of societal change at global, regional and local levels, aimed at providing every opportunity of present and future generations to lead a good life.”

SRD and its Environmental Aspects as part of National Research Priorities and National Key Research Fields

The research on sustainable regional development is a part of other research strategies, relevant especially in connection to various national level research Programs. (see also chapter 4.2)

However, there is research which is specifically targeted towards regional development issues, such as regional development plans by the Regional Councils and EU structural fund Programs and projects. In many of the research Programs, the environmental dimension is either an integrated part of all projects in the Program, a separate part of the Program or a theme of a number of specific projects within the Programs. 

The departments of the Ministry of the Environment have several R & D projects with relevance to SRD, as have the Finnish Environment Institute and the Finnish Future Research Centre (see also chapter 3).

National Key Research Fields:

· Forestry 

· Biodiversity

· Urban Planning

· Environmental Health

· Biotechnology 

· Environmental Technology

· Energy Technology (especially combined production of heat and electricity and the use of solid and/or renewable fuels)
1.5
Opinion and Expectations for Research Co-operation in the field of SRD

This question has not been answered

1.6 Considered Research Needs and Future Plans

An exhaustive list of planned actions and research needs in Finland has been given:

The Sustainable Development Project of the Ministry oh the Environment will have research needs in 1999 that are related to the SD co-operation in the Arctic Council and to the implementation of the Baltic 21 (SD action plan for the Baltic Sea region)

In the preliminary R & D plan for 1999 of the Land Use Department of the Ministry of the Environment, projects are planned in the following fields of research:

· ensuring the implementation capacity of the renewed land use and construction legislation

· promoting sustainable regional and urban/settlement structure

· development of regional physical planning 

· assessment of the state of nature conservation 

· promotion of landscape protection and recreational use of nature

In the preliminary R & D plan for 1999 of the Environmental Protection Department of the Ministry of the Environment, projects are planned in the following fields of research:

· climate

· emission and environmental risk control

· adjustment of the economy to ecological boundaries

· impact assessment

In the Finnish Government Program for SD 1998, the following general strategic objectives and lines of action are set for research and education:

Strategic objectives:

· Research and education will comprehensively support the attainment of ecological, economic, social and cultural sustainability

· Multidisciplinary research will form the knowledge base for future social models, strategies of change and lifestyle choices that support the goal of SD

· Research will support the development of tools and instruments designed to promote SD

· Finland will strive to become one of the world’s leading experts on environmental technology

Lines of action:

1. Research Programs will be carried out as a co-operative effort between research and financial institutions, with the aim of further investigating the effects of far-reaching environmental problems on Finland’s environment, economy and society.

2. Money will be (provided for research) aimed at developing means of achieving changes required by SD in lifestyles, social institutions, the economy, steering instruments and decision-making models

3. Demand and incentives will be secured for innovations and environmentally sound technological progress

4. Finland’s knowledge base and monitoring capabilities will be improved through international co-operation and more information will be amassed on topics such as various forms of capital and the ways in which they interact, the economies of natural resources and prospects for improving resource productivity

5. Material flow accounting will be developed for monitoring the usage of natural resources as part of the national accounting system

6. Co-operation will be intensified between the educational research and environmental sectors and the results will be assessed in the light of SD

The other respondent defined as the most important research needs in Finland:

· Transparency of decision processes and in the planning process

· Models how to widen participation of citizens

· Energy efficiency

· MIPS
Future Plans:
There are no plans for organisational restructuring. The research networks, regional administrative units and organisational structures already in place will be used. 

2.
Evaluation of the returned Description Sheets

2.1
General Comments

Some of the Finnish answers contained only the first page of the descriptions sheets. In order to get a detailed overview about what is going on at project level in Finland, these project descriptions have been used to compile chapter 4 (project profiles). But in lack of other information about these projects except title, contact person and objectives, these projects were not usable in this precise project evaluation here. (In the table “Finnish Respondents”, all answers are listed. The partial answers have been put in parentheses.)

2.2
Project / Program

The following number of projects or Programs was evaluated for this chapter: 

Project within a Program
number

EU-Program
4*

No framework Program
1

No answer
7

* Number of mentioning

2.3
Key research Fields

The Finnish SRD projects cover a broad range of research fields. The following enumeration shows the exact key research fields:

Regional management/planning (3), environmental education (2), LA 21(2), co-operation & networks (1), waste (1), energy (1), patterns of policy making (1), environmental impact assessment (1), soil sciences (1).

(Number of mentioning)

2.4
Involved disciplines

The numbers represent the total number each discipline was mentioned. 

Key research fields are agriculture, forestry and veterinary medicine, technical science, social science and the human disciplines like education science. Additionally mentioned is cultural science. Emphasis lies on the natural science, especially in the field of ecology (5) conservation (3), with the total number of 22.
2.5
Interdisciplinary Method

The numbers represent the total number each approach was mentioned. 

Country
Project Leader
System
Group Networking
Negotiation
Other
none

Finland
4*
0
6
7
0
0

* Number of mentioning

2.6
Participation of Social Actors

Societal actors
Number of mentioning

Municipalities/authorities
8*

Private interest groups and associations
4

Companies and entrepreneurs
3

Individuals and Citizens
2

Experts
2

NGO
2

School classes and teachers
1

Universities
1

none
1

Yes (not specified)
1

*number of mentioning
2.7
Type and Size of Regions addressed in the Projects / Programs

The regions of the described Finnish Projects are in most cases defined by regional political borders (provinces, districts, some municipalities). If natural definitions were used, they do not pierce the politically borders (responsibilities) – see also point 5.1.

These regions addressed by the Finnish projects often concern some 100.000 inhabitants. 

In one single case, a small “region” of a project was exclusively defined by natural borders (the catchment area of a river, 1375 km²). 

2.8
Types of co-operating organisations and their functions


function


funding
strategic
conceptiv
research
policy
dissemination & implementation
advisory board

university
3*
4
2
4
1
2
4

private research inst.

1
1
3

2


industry
2
3
2
1

3
4

NGO

1
3

1
1
3

citizen group

2
2

1
1
3

public organisation
9
10
9
7
8
11
11

private organisation

1
2

1
1


national polit. institution
4
1
1

1
1
3

regional polit. institution
10
8
6
4
7
5
9

European polit. institution
6



1
2


*number of mentioning
not mentioned: international political institutions and funding agencies

Two kinds of organisations are responsible for all mentioned functions in the projects: the public bodies and the regional political organisations. This observation could be explained by the exhaustive answers coming mainly from the Finnish Regional Councils and Regional Environmental Centres carrying out the described projects. For more information about the Regional Environmental Centres in Finland see also chapter 5. 

2.9
Overall Budget and Funding

The projects and Programs were mainly national public funded in combination with EU funding. Just one project was funded 100% national and on 100% by the EU. Private funding has minor significance.

3.
Institutions

3.1
Centres of excellence 

Ministry of the Environment

P.O. Box 399

FIN – 00121 Helsinki

Finnish Environment Institute

Kesäkatu 6

FIN – 00101 Helsinki

Association of Finnish Local Authorities

P.O Box 200

FIN – 00101 Helsinki

Research Council for the Environment and Natural Resources of the Academy of Finland

No address or contact person was given!

19 Regional Councils (among others: Murmansk, Central Ostrobotnnia, Kainuu, North and South Karelia)

No address or contact person was given!

13 Regional Environment Centres (see also chapter 6)

3.2
Involved Organisations and Institutions

Regional Environmental Agency of Häme

No address or contact person was given!

Eurosilva - Forest Tree Physiology research

University of Oulu

No address or contact person was given!

Rural Advisory Centre

No address or contact person was given!

TEKES - Technology Develoment Centre of Finland

TTS - Institute

Contact person: 
Pirkko Kasanene
Arcadiankatu 33 a 21

FIN - 00100 Helsinki

INEP - Institute of the North Industrial Ecology Problems

No address or contact person was given!

Provincial Administration of Lapland, Dept. Of Education and Culture 

No address or contact person was given!

Finnish Forest Research Institute

No address or contact person was given!

Rantasalmi Institute of Environmental Education

University of Joensuu 

Abo Academi

No address or contact person was given!

3.3
National Networks

· Science and Technology Policy Council (Ministry of Education)

· Research Council for the Environment and Natural Resources of the Academy of Finland

· Ministry of Environment – Regional Environmental Agencies – Finnish Environment Institute – Finland Future Research Centre

3.4
Internet Search

3.4.1
Number of Hits

sustainable+development+finland: 6

sustainable+development+finland+regional: 0

3.4.2
Ministries 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry: 

http://www.mmm.fi/english
Ministry of Environment:

http://www.vyh.fi/moe/moe.htm
Ministry of Education, Science and Culture:

http://www.minedu.fi/eopm/etiyhayht.html
Academy of Finland 

Sources of information

Phone +358-9-774 881

Information unit

Phone +358-9-7748 8347 

Fax +358-9-7748 8379 and +358-9-7748 834

Finnish university and Research network

http://www.csc.fi/english/funet/index.html
3.3.3
Contact addresses for Organisations located in Finland found in the IISD-directory

Source: http://iisd1.iisd.ca/ic/sb/contact.htm

Finnish Forest Research Institute

Unioninkatu 40 A 

FIN-00170 Helsinki

Voice: +358-0-857051

Fax: +358-0-625308

United Nations University and World Institute for Development Economics Research (WIDER)

Katajanokanlaituri 6 B 

00160 Helsinki

Finland

Voice: +358-0-693-841

Fax: +358-0-693-8548 Telex: 123455 unuei sf

Email: unuwider@csc.fi
4.
Projects / Programs 

4.1
Description Sheets
Title
A strategic Environmental Impact Assessment of Subregional Strategy: A Case Study in Subregional Strategy of South-West Pirkanmaa

Contact person / address
Mirja Lumiaho-Suomi

Regional Environmental Agency of Häme

Birger Jaarlin Katu 13

P.O. Box 131

FIN – 13101 Hämeenlinna

Phone: 0358-3-2420559

Fax: 0358-3-2420556

Email: mirja.lumiaho@vyh.fi

Kind of project / Program
Project

Objective(s)
· Development of strategic Environmental impact assessment as a Part of subregional strategy Process

Key research field
Environmental Impact Assessment

Title
EU Altener Lapland Project

Contact person / address
Pekka Herva

Lapland Regional Environmental Centre

P.O.Box 8060

FIN – 96101 Rovaniemi

Phone: 0358-016-3294111

Fax: 0358-016-310340

Email: pekka.herva@vyh.fi

Kind of project / Program
Project within the EU Program on Renewable Fuels

Objective(s)
· To prepare a plan for the utilisation of combustible waste and building waste in the Province of Lapland and to define the combustion characteristics of these waste fractions

Key research field
Waste

Title
Producing teaching material concerning the state of the Environment of the Barents Region

Contact person / address
Tiina Kämäräinen

Lapland regional environmental Centre

P.O.Box 8060

FIN – 96101 Rovaniemi

Phone: 0358-016-3294111

Fax: 0358-016-310340

Email: tiina.kamarainen@vyh.fi

Kind of project / Program
Project

Objective(s)
· To produce teaching material for educational institutes concerning the state of the environment which arises from the needs of the region and supports environmental education

Key research field
Environmental education

Title
Life-Lestioki: Management of acid soils

Contact person / address
Marja-Leena Mikkonen-Karikko

Regional Council of Centrral Ostrobotnnia

Rantokatu 14

FIN - 671000 Kokkona

Phone: 0358-6-8605700

Fax: 0358-6-8680308

Email: marja-leena.mikkonen-karikka@kpliitto.reg.fi

Kind of project / Program
Project within the LIFE-Program

Objective(s)
· To apply a newly developed acid soil screening method in order to localise the most serious acid loading areas and to determine their acidity potential. In Addition, a dynamic model will be used to evaluate the acidity  neutralisation need in the Restiroki river catchment.

Key research field
Soil sciences

Title
Etelä-Savo objective 6 Program 1995 – 1999

Contact person / address
Sanna Poutamo

Regional Council of Etelä-Savo

Otavankatu 7

FIN – 50100 Mikkeli

Phone: 0358-15-3211334

Fax: 0358-15-3678000

Email: sanna.poutamo@esavo.reg.alisa.fi

Kind of project / Program
Program consisting of nearly 400 single projects

Objective(s)
· Regional development Program with three general objectives:

· Securing adequate income for and increasing the per capita income of the residents of the region

· Promoting Sustainable development

· Reducing the problems stemming from the remote location and sparse population of the region

Key research field
Regional management

Title
Regional Energy Agency of Eastern Finland

Contact person / address
Jorma Telkkä

Regional Energy Agency of Eastern Finland

Otavankatu 7

FIN – 501000 Mikkeli

Phone: 0358-15-3211349

Fax: 0358-15-367800

Kind of project / Program
Project (EU-Program SAVE)

Objective(s)
· To increase the utilisation of wood and other bioenergy sources in electricity and heat production

Key research field
Energy

Title
BEENET – Baltic Environmental Education Network

Contact person / address
Pekka Hynninen

Rantasalmi Institute of Environmental Education

P.O. Box 41

FIN – 58901 Rantasalmi

Phone: 0358-15-5768610

Fax: 0358-15-440300

Kind of project / Program
Project

Objective(s)
· To increase public awareness, changing human attitudes and behaviour, promoting sustainable development and influences the state of environment by means of education and training

· To create a network-based model of environmental education and training applicable anywhere in Europe

Key research field
Env. Education

Title
Ecoregion of Etelä-Savo – Environmental Program of Etelä-Savo Region 1998

Contact person / address
Heikki Teräsvirta

Environmental Centre of Etelä-Savo

Jääkärinkatu 14

FIN – 501000 Mikkeli

Phone: 0358-15-1913330

Fax: 0358-15-363915

Email:

Kind of project / Program
Program

Objective(s)
· The Program sets regional goals for the state of the environment and plans the necessary measures to achieve these goals. 

Key research field
Environmental planning

Title
Sustainable Development through Planning

Contact person / address
Tuula Hermunen

Regional Council of Satakunta

P.O.Box 260

FIN – 28101 Pori

Phone: 0358-2-6204324

Fax: 0358-2-6204301

Kind of project / Program
Project within the EU-Program TERRA (ERDF)

Objective(s)
· To link spatial planning to economic development, using sustainability criteria allowing for extra considerations created by rivers

· To develop transferable procedures and sustainability criteria for the above mentioned linkage

Key research field
Regional planning

Title
Agenda 21 of the Pori Region

Contact person / address
Matti Lankiniemi

Pori City Environmental Office

Isolinnankatu 2

FIN – 28100 Pori

Phone: 0358-2-6211211

Fax: 0358-2-6211210

Email: matti.lankiniemi@pori.fi

Kind of project / Program
Project

Objective(s)
· Elaboration of a Program of sustainable development for the participating municipalities

Title
Environmental Strategies of the Pori  Area Municipalities

Contact person / address
Matti Lankiniemi

Pori City Environmental Office

Isolinnankatu 2

FIN – 28100 Pori

Phone: 0358-2-6211211

Fax: 0358-2-6211210

Email: matti.lankiniemi@pori.fi

Kind of project / Program
Project (obj. 2 Program of the EU)

Objective(s)
· Elaboration of individual environmental strategies for each of the municipalities in the area

Key research field
Environmental strategies

Title
Agenda 21 of Rauma Area

Contact person / address
Juhani Korpinen

Municipality of  Rauma

Kanalinranta 3

FIN – 26100 Rauma

Phone: 0358-2-83411

Fax: 0358-2-8224304

Kind of project / Program
Project (obj. 2 Program)

Objective(s)
· Elaboration of a local Agenda 21 Program for the participating four municipalities

Key research field
Local Agenda 21

Title
The promotion of the co-ordination of Local Agenda 21 work in the Regional Environmental Centres

Contact person / address
Annika Lindblom

Ministry of the Environment

P.O.Box 399

FIN – 00121 Helsinki

Phone: 0358-9-19919451

Fax: 0358-9-19919453

Email: annika.lindblom@vyh.fi

Kind of project / Program
Project

Objective(s)
· To strengthen the role of Regional Centres (13) in supporting th Local Agenda 21 work within the region

· To survey the plans of actions of the Centres regarding sustainable development activities and to inspire them to develop ones 

Key research field
Local Agenda 21

Title
Towards sustainable development of marginal rural areas in Europe: e network of local and regional authorities (Trentino/Italy, Alentejo/Portugal, Laplan/Finland)

Contact person / address
Sisko Kivela

University of Lapland

Continuing Education Centre

P.O.Box 122

FIN – 96101 Rovaniemi

Phone: 0358-16-3241

Fax: 0358-16-324951

Email: sisko.kivela@urova.fi
Website: http:// www.urova.fi
Or: 

Michel Dubost

ICALPE – International Centre for Alpine Environments

Casa Pastureccia

20250 Riventosa

Corsica, France

Phone: 0033-4-95470882

Fax: 0033-4-95470885

Kind of project / Program
Project under EU-Program RECITE

Objective(s)
· To contribute to promote the sustainable development of marginal rural regions of Europe through exchange of experience and demonstration actions

Key research field
Sustainable Regional Development of marginal regions in Europe

Additional Partial Finnish Answers

Title
The Vantaa River Development Program

Contact person / address
Asko Särkelä

Uusimaa Regional Council

Aleksanterinkatu 48

FIN – 00100 Helsinki

Phone: 0358-9-47674338

Fax: 0358-9-47674300

Kind of project / Program
Program

Objective(s)
· to create opportunities to develop versatile possibilities for recreation, outdoor activities and tourism

· to secure the present means of livelihood and to create possibilities for new enterprises

· to create new jobs and a result

Key research field
Regional development

Title
The Vantaa River project

Contact person / address
Asko Särkelä

Uusimaa Regional Council

Aleksanterinkatu 48

FIN – 00100 Helsinki

Phone: 0358-9-47674338

Fax: 0358-9-47674300

Kind of project / Program
Project within the Vantaa River Development Program

Objective(s)
· to co-ordinate the realisation of the Vantaa River development Program

· to follow and sort  out national and international channels for funding and co-operation

· to make the waterway publicity known

Key research field
Co-operation and publicity

Title
Environmental Protection in agriculture and LA21 applied to the river Vantaa area

Contact person / address
Eija Lektonen

Uusimaa Regional Environment Centre

Phone: 0358-9-148881

Kind of project / Program
LIFE Environment project 1998

Title
Planning System for Sustainable Development (PSSD)

Contact person / address
Kukka Mikkonen

Regional Coauncil of Päjat-Häme

Lakti

Finland

Phone: 0358-3-8719441

Fax: 0358-3-8719426

Kind of project / Program
project

Title
The Environment Program of North Savo

Contact person / address
Kimmo Haapanen

North Savo Regional Environment Centre

P.O.Box 1049

70101 Kuopio 

Finland
Phone: +358-17-164411
Fax: +358-17-2625464
Email: kimmo.haapanen@vyh.fi

Kind of project / Program
Program

Title
The Local Agenda 21 for Upper Savo (8 Municipalities)

Contact person / address
Osmo Koivistoinen

The City of Hsalmi

P.O.Box 15

74101 Hsalmi 

Finland
Phone: +358-17-8361452
Fax: +358-17-8361456
Email: osmo.koivistoinen@hsalmi.fi

Title
The Local Agenda 21 for the City for Kuopio

Contact person / address
Eila Pulkkinen

North Savo Regional Environment Centre

City of Kuopio 

Finland
Phone: +358-17-182143
Fax: +358-17-182150
Email: eila.pulkkinen@kuopio.fi

Kind of project / Program
Program/Process

Title
The objective 5b and 6 Program for Northern Savo: Environmental Management

Contact person / address
Seppo Laitila

Regional Council of Savo

Sepänkatu 1

P.O.Box 247

70101 Kuopio 

Finland
Phone: +358-17-5501400
Fax: +358-17-2625090
Email: seppo.laitila@savo.reg.fi

Kind of project / Program
Program

Objective(s)
· Organisation of the collection of waste

· improvement of the quality of the water systems to secure their recreational and other utilisation values

· Preservation of the scenic characteristics for the region

· Construction and recreational use by plans

· Taking into account various interests in accordance with sustainable development

Key research field
Wast4e Management/Surface Waters/Landscape Management/planning of Shoreline Use

Title
Local Agenda 21 (Regional)

Contact person / address
Elina Linndve

Regional Environment Centre

Central Finland

P.O. BOX 110

40101 Jyväskylä

Finland
Phone: +358-14-697211
Fax: +358-14-614273

Kind of project / Program
Project

Title
Haave – Water system Project

Contact person / address
Matti Eräuärvi

Regional Environment Centre

Central Finland

P.O. BOX 110

40101 Jyväskylä

Finland
Phone: +358-14-697115

Kind of project / Program
Project

Title
CD – ROM Ambios

The Nature and Environment of Central Finland pictures, Maps, Materials etc.

Contact person / address
Jarmo Komppula

Regional Environment Centre

Central Finland

P.O. BOX 110

40101 Jyväskylä

Finland
Phone: +358-14-697106

Title
Environmental Program of Central Finland (until 2005)

Contact person / address
Jarmo Komppula

Regional Environment Centre

Central Finland

P.O. BOX 110

40101 Jyväskylä

Finland
Phone: +358-14-697106

Kind of project / Program
Program

Title
“Wooden nests to birds”

Contact person / address
Ari Nieminen

Regional Environment Centre

Central Finland

P.O. BOX 110

40101 Jyväskylä

Finland
Phone: +358-14-697211
Fax: +358-14-614273

Kind of project / Program
Project

4.2
Projects and Programs mentioned in the returned questionnaires

SRD research is best conceived as a part of other research strategies and Programs. Relatively comprehensive and broadly based research on sustainable development is already under way in Finland, particularly in natural sciences, engineering, agriculture, forestry and health. 

Research financed by the Research Council for the Environment and Natural Resources of the Academy of Finland is almost exclusively devoted to SD. Many other research Programs financed by the Academy of Finland likewise incorporate research on the parameters, prerequisites and instruments of SD. Research on the requirements, advancements and monitoring of SD is also being conducted in several university departments and government research institutions. SD is also well to the force in research financed by the Technology Development Centre of Finland (TEKES) as well as other technology – related research projects. A research Program was launched in spring 1998 with the aim of advancing environmentally sound technology and strengthening the Finnish environmental cluster (see below). Most of the funding allocated for the Program will come out of a supplementary research appropriation decided on by the Finnish Government in 1996. 

An umbrella project (for all clusters) prepared by the Ministry of Trade and Industry will cover the following topics: 

· utilisation and product development of innovations related to environmental awareness and the development of the information society

· co-operation, interaction and networking between environmental businesses

· competitive advantage due to Finland’s geographic location, environment and nature and the consequent potential for product development

· impact of the public sector on the development and marketability on environmental expertise and technology.

For the Environment Cluster Program and other R & D Programs see the project profiles below. In addition to these projects and Programs, the Environmental Protection Department of the Ministry of the Environment also has R & D projects with relevance to SD. The total sum of 1998 projects was FMK 11 million. 

Title
Environmental Impact Assessment of Regional Development Plans and EU Structural Fund Programs / projects

Contact person / address
Ulla Koski

Ministry of the Environment

Email: ulla.koski@vyh.fi

Kind of project / Program
Program developed by the Ministry of the Environment and the Ministry of the Interior and the Regional Environment Centres.

Objective(s)
· e.g. a guidebook on implementing environmental impact assessment in Finland 

Key research field
environmental impact assessment

Title
Environment Cluster Research Program (under an umbrella Program for all clusters prepared by the Ministry of Trade and Industry)

Contact person / address
Jari Vayrynen

Ministry of the Environment

P.O.Box 399

FIN – 00121 Helsinki

Phone: 0358-9-19911

Fax: 0358-9-19919545

Email: jari.vayrynene@vyh.fi

Kind of project / Program
Program

Objective(s)
· The Program aims at the efficient use of raw materials and energy recovery and

· the reduction of environmental damage and the creation new jobs by increasing the level of ecological efficiency in various branches of industry

Key research field
Co-operation and Network

Title
Finnish Biodiversity Research Program (FIBRE 1997 – 2000)

Finnish Program on Environmental Health (1998 – 2000)

Research Program for Urban Studies (1998 – 2000)

Contact person / address
developed and co-ordinated by the Academy of Finland 

Kind of project / Program
key research Programs related to sustainable development

Title
Sustainable Development Project

Contact person / address
Jari Vayrynen

Ministry of the Environment

P.O.Box 399

FIN – 00121 Helsinki

Phone: 0358-9-19911

Fax: 0358-9-19919545

Email: jari.vayrynene@vyh.fi

Kind of project / Program
Project of the Ministry of the Environment

Objective(s)
· to finance research e.g. timber line forests, indigenous peoples in the Arctic region, LA 21 projects, eco-efficiency and material flow accounting.

Title
Securing biodiversity

Contact person / address
Jari Vayrynen

Ministry of the Environment

P.O.Box 399

FIN – 00121 Helsinki

Phone: 0358-9-19911

Fax: 0358-9-19919545

Email: jari.vayrynene@vyh.fi

Kind of project / Program
Project of the Ministry of the Environment , Land Use Department

Objective(s)
· regional biodiversity research

· evaluation of nature conservation areas

· sustainable usr of natural resources

Key research field
Biodiversity

Title
Improving Human Settlements and Living Environments

Contact person / address
Jari Vayrynen

Ministry of the Environment

P.O.Box 399

FIN – 00121 Helsinki

Phone: 0358-9-19911

Fax: 0358-9-19919545

Email: jari.vayrynene@vyh.fi

Kind of project / Program
Project of the Ministry of Environment, Land Use Department

Objective(s)
· Environmental Impact Assessment

· participation procedures in regional development planning

· development of human settlements

Key research field
quality of life

Title
Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment – a case study with the County of Häme

Regional Development Plan

County of Paijat-Häme: EU Target 2 Program

Subregion of Pikanmaa: Strategic plan

Contact person / address
Mirja Lumiaho-Suomi

Regional Environmental Agency of Häme

Birger Jaarlin Katu 13

P.O.Box  131

FIN – 13101 Hämeenlinna

Phone: 0358-3-2420559

Fax: 0358-3-2420556

Email: mirja.lumiaho@vyh.fi

 HYPERLINK mailto:fon@ibgebim.be 


Kind of project / Program
Several Projects of the Regional Environmental Agency of Häme

5
Evaluation of the attached information

5.1
The 13 Regional Environmental Centres 

The Regional Environmental Centres usually cover several provinces (together 19) which are administrated by the Regional Councils. There are 452 municipalities in Finland. The borders of Environmental Centres go in line with the municipal borders so that the border of an Environmental Centres does not pierce the border of a municipality. Each Regional Centre has nominated a contact person who is responsible for the utilisation of the project allowance and who reports on the progress taking place in the region. 

The funding is carried out solely by the Finnish Ministry of the Environment. To strengthen the budget for LA 21 work, some to the Centres applied for allowance from other resources e.g. Regional Councils etc.

The Ministry of the Environment organised a seminar “Agenda 12” in the Finnish Environmental Administration in May 1998. It was targeted to SD contact people of the Regional Environmental Centres and the objective was to give guidelines in the utilisation of the granted allowances. Similar funding for the promotion of the co-ordination of LA 21 work in the Regional Environmental Centres is not going to take place next year. However, other measures will be taken by the Ministry to strengthen the role of the Centres and the providers of relevant information and support to the municipalities and other local actors within the regions. 

5.2
Environmental Consciousness in Finland

The environmental consciousness and readiness to tackle with sustainable development issues varies a lot from one region to another in Finland. The most progressive regions are in the southern and western parts of Finland and in larger cities with universities and other scientific education. The Environmental Centres in the eastern and northern part of the country are faced with constant resistance when it comes to the implementation of environmental policies. The unemployment and municipal economic problems are more prominent, and protection of the environment is perceived as something the has to be postponed until the acute welfare problems have been settled. The resistance of the farmers is also quite visible. 

The rural population perceive the promotion of sustainable development sometimes as a threat to their livelihood. They consider they are already living in an environmentally sound basis whereas the life of the people in the cities and towns leans on unsustainable production and consumption patterns.

6
Comments

Even there was no further information material sent to us, the abundant list of description sheets of their SRD projects and the detailed information given by the Ministry of the Environment in the questionnaire seems sufficient to represent the situation of SRD research in Finland.
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