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1.
Analysis of the returned Questionnaire 

1.1. National Contact Address

Loraine Fegan

Environmental Protection Agency

Regional Inspectorate

St. Martin’s House

Waterloo Road

IRL - Dublin 4

Phone: 353-1-6674474-231

Fax: 353-1-6605848

Email: lfegan@epa.ie
http://www.epa.ie
Frank Convery

Environmental Institute

University College Dublin

Aichview Endceagh

IRL – Dublin 14

Phone: 353-1-269-7988

Fax: 353-1-283-7009

Email: frank.convery@ucd.ie
Anne Buttimer

Environmental Enstitute

University College Dublin 4

IRL – Dublin 4

Phone: 353-1-106-8174

Fax: 353-1-269-5597

Email: anne buttimer@ucd.ie
1.2. Rankings of R & D areas in Sustainable Regional Development

1. sustainable agriculture
sustainable agriculture

2. migration/commuting 
biodiversity

3. sustainable forestry
renewable ressources

4. landscape management
water management

5. water management
quality of life

6. resource management
cultural heriatage

7. landuse change
migration/commuting

8. biodiversity
socio-economic issue

9. participation processes
urban-rural interactions

10. conservation issues
Land use change

1.3. National Definitions on SD and SRD

The Irish Government looks to sustainable development as: 

· a dynamic concept which must be given both practical and concrete expression in the present to generate a new development model for the future involving change in socio-economic and consumer behaviour;

· an inclusive concept bringing environment to the heart of economic growth and quality of life concerns and requiring the active participation of economic operators and the public, as well as all levels of Government;

· a quality concept which recognises that a clean environment and a conscientious approach by business to environmental protection are an advantage to, rather than a constraint on, successful economic performance. (Sustainable Development – A Strategy for Ireland, page 20)

“There is no definition of Sustainable Regional Development, but Local Agenda 21 is being developed at local level.” 

1.4. SRD and its Environmental Aspects as part of National Research Priorities and national Key Research Fields

The topic sustainable regional development is not directly part of the national research priorities, but its concept is often used to justify certain research activities, e.g. forestry R & D, tourism R & D, industry R & D or environment R & D.  The objectives are not stated in terms of sustainable regional development specifically. 

Environmental concerns are integrated into all sectors of the economy. 

The national key research fields as defined in the 1994 – 1999 Program include: 

· Catchment management for water 

· Landuse optimisation

· Lakes and surface water quality studies

· Sustainable tourism

· Rural development

1.5. Opinion and Expectations for Research Co-operation in the field of SRD

Ireland is interested in co-operating in research and Environment Aspects of Sustainable Regional Development at the European and international level. But no specific national opinion on research co-operations is given. 

Ireland hopes that there will be more Irish participation in this area within the next EU-Programs.

1.6. Considered Research Needs and Future Plans

Research needs:

· Sustainable Agriculture, particularly nutrient management

· Transport Management

· Sustainable Tourism

· Landscape and Landuse Management

· Optimisation of forestry practises for sustainable development

· Air quality and emissions

· Urban environment quality

· Climate change

· Waste management

A new environmental research Program is planned, and the work on the preparation of this new Program began in May 1999 and is expected to be completed in December 1999. The Program will underpin the concept of sustainable regional development. 

2. Analysis of the returned Description Sheets

No project or Program description sheets have been provided from Ireland.

3. Institutions

3.1. Centres of excellence 
TEAGASC

Agriculture and Food Authority

Environmental Research Centre

Johnstown Castle Estate

IRL - Wexford

no contact person is given!

ESRI

Organisation

Address
ESRI 

4 Burlington Road

IRL – Dublin 4

Kind of Institution (private/public, research/practical work, university)
Environmental Policy research Centre

Website
http://www.ersi.ie

Activities / Key research field(s) of the institution
· Analysis of socio-economic aspects of environmental policy

· Investigation of fiscal incentives and disincentives and their integration into policy

· Special areas include climate change; Energy efficiency; Waterservices; Forestry; Agriculture Fisheries; Transport and Environmental accounts

Environmental Protection Agency

Organisation

Address
Environmental Protection Agency

Johnstown Castle Estate

P.O. Box 3000

IRL - Wexford

Website
http://www.epa.ie

Kind of Institution (private/public, research/practical work, university)
independent public body

Activities / Key research field(s) of the institution
· the licensing and regulation of large/complex industrial and other processes with significant polluting potential

· monitoring of environmental quality and distribution of periodic reports

· advising public authorities in respect of environmental functions and assisting local authorities in the performance of their environmental protection functions

· setting of environmental quality objectives

· the promotion and co-ordination of environmental research 

Financial Structure
financed by the Department of the Environment and Local Governments

Organisation
headquarters located in Wexford, 5 regional inspectorates located in Dublin, Cork, Kilkenny, Castlebar and Monaghan.

3.2. Involved organisations and institutions

University College Dublin

Organisation

Address
University College Dublin

Belfield

Dublin 4

Phone: 353-1-706-0

Kind of Institution (private/public, research/practical work, university)
university

Activities / Key research field(s) of the institution
different departments

3.3. National Networks

No answer!

3.4. Internet Search 

3.4.1. Number of Hits

sustainable+development+ireland: 3

sustainable+development+ireland+reginal: 0

3.4.2.
Irish government

Department of Agriculture and Food

http://www.irlgov.ie/daff/
Department of Education

http://www.irlgov.ie/educ/
Department of the Environment

http://www.environ.ie/links/linksindex.html
Important Links:

Irish Environmental Agency

http://www.epa.ie
Irish Energy Centre

http://www.forbairt.ie/energy/
Irish Government

http://www.irlgov.ie
3.4.3
Virtual Library: Sustainable Development

Source: http//www.ulb.ac.be/ceese/meta/sustvl.html

http://www.ecology.u-net.com/foylebasincouncil.html

· Campaign for freedom of access to environmental information

· Promote community participation in local environmental decision-making

· Support and lobby for implementation of the United Nations Local Agenda 21 strategy for sustainable development in the North -West cross-border region of Ireland

· Promote Programs to bring about a culture shift to sustainability 

The Foyle Basin Council is a coalition of community-based environmental campaign groups based in Derry and Donegal. 

Contact:

Peter Doran, Co-ordinator and Webspinner,  BC, 22 Bishop Street, Derry BT48 6PP, Northern Ireland

E-Mail:pfdoran@ecology.u-net.com

4. 
Projects / Programs

4.1. Environmental Research Program – A Summary of work in Progress

Environmental Protection Agency (1999): Environmental Research Program – A summary of work in Progress
Title
Environmental R & D Program 

Contact person / address
Loraine Fegan

Environmental Protection Agency

Regional Inspectorate

St. Martin’s House

Waterloo Road

IRL - Dublin 4

Phone: 353-1-6674474-231

Fax: 353-1-6605848

Email: lfegan@epa.ie

Kind of project / Program
Applied environmental research Program co-fundes by Operational Program for Environmental Services (1994-1999)

Objective(s)
· to improve resources management and development, and thereby secure jobs in important natural resource based sectors, and where possible, assist in creation of additional employment

· to promote better environmental quality

· to improve environmental monitoring and data collection in the interests of more detailed evaluation of the impacts of development on the environment and of sustainable use of natural resources

· to encourage the production and provision of more environmentally acceptable goods and services

· to support innovative solutions of environmental problems of concern to industry and the productive sector in general

Key research field
Environmentally sustainable resource management, Cleaner Production

Title of projects funded under the Environmenal Monitoring - R & D subProgram (1994-1999)
Determination and mapping of Critical Loads for Sulphur and Nitrogen and Critical Levels of Ozone in Ireland

A baseline study on the concentrations of volatile organic compounds and PM10 in Dublin city

Information and Methodology study to assist improved management of solid wastes 

Small Scale wastewater treatment systems 

Remote sensing of lakes: improved chlorophyll calibration and data processing 

Investigation of eutrophication processes in the littoral zones of western lakes 

Ecological assessment of Irish lakes 

Quantification of Phosphorus losses to water due to soil P desorption 

Investigation of toxins produced by cyanobacteria 

Investigation of nutrient inputs, fluxes and productivity in selected brackish waterbodies

Inventory and tracking of dangerous substances used in Ireland and development of measures to reduce their emissions / losses to the environment 

The Use of cleaner production technologies in metal fishing and electronic industries

Environmental quality indicators for the urban environment

Ammonia monitoring in Ireland

An integrated information system for emissions to the environment

Optimal monitoring of air quality in the vicinity of point source

Development of an EMS for organic wastes from intensive pig and poultry units

Feasibility study for centralised anareobic digestion projects for tratment of various organic wastes and wastewaters in sensitive catchment 

Contact person / address
Loraine Fegan

Environmental Protection Agency

Regional Inspectorate

St. Martin’s House

Waterloo Road

IRL - Dublin 4

Phone: 353-1-6674474-231

Fax: 353-1-6605848

Email: lfegan@epa.ie

Kind of project / Program
Applied reseacht projects beeing co-funded by the European Regional Development fund (ERDF) under the Environmental Monitoring R& D sub-Program of the Operational Program for Environmental Services (1994-1999)

Objective(s)
· 

Key research field
Environmentally sustainable resource management, Cleaner Production 

Title
Cleaner Production Pilot Demonstration Program

Contact person / address
Loraine Fegan

Environmental Protection Agency

Regional Inspectorate

St. Martin’s House

Waterloo Road

IRL - Dublin 4

Phone: 353-1-6674474-231

Fax: 353-1-6605848

Email: lfegan@epa.ie

Kind of project / Program
Pilot Demonstration Program

Objective(s)
· to promote environmental friendly production through the application of cleaner systems, techniques and/or technology in 14 small and medium sized enterprises participated in the Program which involves a publicity phase to disseminate the resulte of the Program to industry in general

Key research field
Cleaner Production 

Information in 5.4 above provided by the contact person (see point 1.1)

Economic and Social Research Institute

Organisation: ESRI, 4 Burlington Road, Dublin (a non-profit state funded organisation)

Pilot Environmental Accounts

Fiscal Measures for the Development of a Sustainable Energy Economy

Attitudes Towards Forestry

Low Income Farm Households and Direct Payments

Impact of Agricultutal Subsidies and Direct Payments on Aspects of Ireland’s Heritage

Environmental Impact of Transport Growth

Profitibility of Offshore Multi-Purpose Fishing Fleet

Regional Employment an Dependency on fishing

Contact people: Ms Sue Scott

Mr Fergal Trace

Mr Alan Barrett

ESRI

$ Burlington Road, Dublin

5. Evaluation of the attached information material 

5.1. Sustainable Development – A Strategy for Ireland

Government of Ireland (1997): Sustainable Development – A Strategy for Ireland

· Part 1 - Key Strategic Actions of Ireland 

1. Securing sustainable development – better supporting structures

One of these key actions: regional Authorities will have ongoing responsibility for the Regionalisation of the strategy. They will be asked to define Regional sustainability priorities, recommend appropriate implementation mechanisms in the regions and develop regional sustainability indicators. Regional Development Fora will be held. 

Local authorities have a key role as environment protection authorities and agents of sustainable development. all local authorities will be asked to complete a Local Agenda 21 for their areas.

2. A positive impact on enterprises and employment

3. Achieving integration  - bringing environment to the heart of sectional performance

Agriculture

Forestry

Marine Resources

Energy

Industry

Transport

Tourism

4. A quality environment: an investment in the future

Water resources

The coastal Zone

Landscape and Nature

Waste Management

Air Quality

Spatial Planning

5. Human Settlements are shaped by their environment – built environment

6. Individual Action counts

7. Global Sustainability requires Global Solidarity (trade, international actions)

8. Measuring Progress towards sustainability

· Part 2 -  Strategic Framework

1. Overview – historic development of Sustainability and the Irish Environment Policy

2. Overall goals and Principles

The Strategy for Ireland is based on a Policy Agreement for a Government of Renewal (December 1994) that committed the Government to prepare a National Sustainable Development Strategy including all areas of Government policy and impact on the environment as well as detailed targets and a commitment to an annual review. 

The preparation of the Strategy has become necessary not only because of the international recognition of sustainable development, but also because of the development of the Irish Environmental Policy and the strengths and weaknesses of the environmental situation in Ireland. The transition to sustainable development has been identified as the most important global transformation since the agrarian and industrial revolutions (page 24)

The overall aim of the sustainable development – strategy for Ireland is to ensure that economy and society in Ireland can develop to their full potential within a well protected environment without compromising the quality of that environment, and with responsibility towards present and future generations and the wider international community. (Sustainable Development – A Strategy for Ireland, page 25)
3. Environmental and Economic Development of Ireland

This chapter gives an statistic overview on the current environmental and economic situation in Ireland. 

The implementation of the goals of the strategy, formulated by sectors, is supported by measures in environmental quality, by spatial (rural and urban) planning and by public actions and awareness and education projects. International co-operation within the EU and the OECD is previewed. 

In order to monitor the progress over time towards sustainable development, SD indicators have to be conceived. Therefore, reports on the state of the environment will be published periodically.

In order to implement and to secure a national co-operation, new institution and organisational structures have been created to review and to monitor the implementation of the strategy. 

· Joint Oireachtas Committee on Sustainable Development

· National Sustainable Development Council, independently chaired and including wide representation from social partners and NGOs

The governmental Strategic Management Initiative emphasises the need for cross-departmental action and integration of environmental issues into Government decision-making. The capacity of Government to formulate environmentally-sustainable and social development plans and Programs should be enhanced and supported. Better environmental practice in the public sector is a special obligation in order to demonstrate good environmental performance to the population. The Local and Regional Authorities (the regional authorities have been established only in 1994) provide a focus for regionally based co-ordination. “This strategy places importance on the regional dimensions of sustainable development”. (page 186) 

The regional authorities have to 

· identify and define sustainability priorities for their regions within the framework of this strategy

· recommend appropriate implementation mechanisms based on the involvement of bodies at regional level, and

· assist in the development of regional sustainability indicators relevant to conditions in their regions. 

Instruments for the implementation of Sustainable development: 

1. above all regulation (but may lead to inefficiency in some instances)

2. in addition economic instruments (green taxation policy)

5.2. Environmental Research – Discussion Document on a National Program and Priorities

Environmental Protection Agency (1995): Environmental Research – Discussion Document on a National Program and Priorities

5.3. Report on the Inventory of Environmental Research Projects

Environmental Protection Agency (1995): DRAFT - Report on the Inventory of Environmental Research Projects 

527 different Projects have been reported 

total number of organisations reporting: 59

total number of researchers responding: 272

Principal Topics assigned to Projects (these topics are exclusive):

1. Terrestrial

2. Aquatic

3. Atmospheric

4. Ecological

5. Human Impacts

6. Management or Policy

7. Health Effects

8. Monitoring Techniques

9. Waste Management

10. Agriculture

I

