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1.


Analysis of the returned questionnaire 

1.1. National Contact Address

Laura Bacci

Institute of Agrometeorology and Environmental Analysis for Agriculture

National Research Council

Via Caproni 8

50145 Florence

Italy

Phone.: 0039/055-301422

Fax.: 0039/055-308910

Email: iat1@sunserver.iata.fi.cnr.it

As the answer from the European Joint Research Centre concerns the European research, the answers from this institution are not evaluated here. For the list of projects, see chapter 4.3.

1.2. R & D areas in Sustainable Regional Development

1. Resources Management

2. Sustainable agriculture and forestry

3. Landscape management 

4. Renewable energies / resources

5. Urban / rural interactions

6. Biodiversity

7. Quality of life

8. Distribution of work and wealth

1.3. National Definition on SD and SRD

„Sustainable Development means to look for an enhancement of life quality remaining in the limits of the environmental receptivity. Sustainable development does not mean to stop the economic development. In fact an action plan for sustainable development has not only to promote the conservation to resources, but also to support the productive activities compatible with the future utilisation. So the application of the concept of sustainable development is, on the one hand, dynamic, i.e. linked to the knowledge of the actual condition of the environment and the ecosystems, of the other hand, it advises a protective approach, in the situations and actions that could alter environmental equilibrium, activating a continuos process of error correction.“ (From: Piano nazionale per lo sviluppo sostenibile in attuazione dell’Agenda 21, resolution of Inter-ministerial Committee for Economical Planning 28 December 1993)

1.4. SRD and its Environmental Aspects as part of National Research Priorities and Key Research Fields

SRD is a part of other research priorities, such as the development of alternative energy resources.

Environmental aspects are only mentioned in the Italian research priorities. The following fields were listed:

· Reduction of energetic inputs in agriculture

· Study of the effects of CO2 increase on agriculture and forestry

· Biodiversity Conservation

· Enhancement of technical and economical efficiency of productive processes

The key research fields in Italy are: 

· Sustainable Agriculture

· Impact of Global Change on Agriculture and Forests

· Erosion Modelling

· Renewable Resources

1.5. Opinion and Expectations for Research Co-operation in the field of SRD
Within the EU-programs:

· (improved) exchange of methodologies and results

· Studies of SRD in the Mediterranean area

· the creation of a network to monitor environmental dynamics of the Mediterranean areas  

are expected. 

At the international level, the exchange of methodologies and results is expected as well. 

1.6. Considered Research Needs and Future Plans
· Development of eco - compatible alternative energies

· Development of integrated systems for farmer support to reduce energy inputs

· Development of integrated systems for the evaluation of the sustainability of urban development

No future plans were attached

2. Analysis of the returned Description Sheet

2.1. Comments

Only one single description sheet has been returned from Italy concerning the national Support Program to the three Global Conventions of the UN. 

2.2. Key research Fields

The key research field of this Italian program is desertification in Mediterranean Countries.

2.3. Interdisciplinary Method

The Group Networking approach is used in the described program. 

2.4. Participation of Social Actors

In Italy, the involvement of experts is mentioned exclusively. 

2.5. Type and Size of Regions addressed in the Projects / Programs

The Italian Program addresses the Mediterranean Basin and the Alpine area. 

Institutions

2.6. Centres of excellence 

Research in the field of SRD is performed by numerous public institutes of the National Research Council, Universities and the Ministry of Agriculture. 

2.7. Involved Organisations mentioned in the description sheets

Centro Sperimentale Valanghe

Belluno

No address or contact person was given!

UNIUD

Udine

No address or contact person was given!

University of Florence

Prof. P. Grassone

Dip. Ricerca fisiologa vegetale „Le Cascine“

Regional Energy Agency in Toscana

EU-funded information institution

Universite degli Studi di Parma

No address or contact person was given!

Centre for Alpine Ecology

E. Piutti

I - 38040 Vide del Monte Bondana

ICEF

International Court of Environmental Foundation

Corte di Cassazione

Roma

(Permanent Forum for Science and Technology)

SID / AISI

(Permanent Forum on Degradation of Biosphere)

No address or contact person was given!

D.G. Servizi Cooperazione scientifia e consulenza

Dottore Vincenco La Presa

Minstero dell’Ambiente

Coordinatore gruppo ricerca per area mediterranea

Prof. G. Enne

Universita di Sassari

University di Roma

Instituto di Fisiologia

Prof. Sandro Pignatti

2.8. National Network

The INAPA - National Institute for Agro-Ecosystem Protection – was mentioned in the questionnaire.

2.9. Internet Search 

3.4.1
Number of Hits 

sustainable+development+italy: 1

sustainable+development+italy+regional: 0

3.4.2
Ministries

Ministry of Science and Technology:

http://www.murst.it/
3.4.3
Key Organisations focused on SD in Europe

Source: http://iisd1.iisd.ca/ic/sb/direct/sdeurope.html
Centre for a Sustainable Future 

The Centre was founded by a group of twenty Italian political leaders and members of Parliament belonging to both the majority and opposition parties. Its purpose is to provide a forum on selected environmental issues for people seeking to promote action in Italy, especially in the institutional framework, thereby contributing to the solution of fundamental problems regarding the global environment. 

Key Information Sources:

     Futuro Sostenibile. 

     A weekly bulletin covering the Italian parliament's activity regarding the environment 

Centre for a Sustainable Future

Contact: Roberta Pignatelli

Viale Giulio Cesare, 49

     Roma 00192

     Italy

     Voice: 396-3215491

     Fax: 396-3215493

     People: 

Contact Addresses for Organisations located in Italy found in the IISD-directory

Source: http://iisd1.iisd.ca/ic/sb/contact.htm

Environment and Sustainable Development Centre, FAO

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 00100 Rome

Italy

Voice: 396-522-53230

Fax: 396-522-53064

People: L.S. Botero 

Food and Agriculture Organization. Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development

ESPT FAO Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 00100 Rome

Italy

Voice: 396-522-54983

Fax: 396-522-53152

People: Françoise Pétry 

OIKOS - International Foundation for Ecological Economics

Villa di Basciano 

53010 Quercegrossa, Siena

Italy

Voice: +39-577-327327/8

Fax: +39-577-327329

Email: tuezzu_enzo@unisi.it 

People: Dr. Enzo Tiezzi, President Dr. Andrea Giolitti, General Secretary 

EUROS

The society is a private research centre and its aims are: the research, the designing, the realisation and the diffusion, at Community level, of urban technologies at high environmental affinity. In order to promote products and processes innovation, conceived to improve the urban quality.

Mr. Franco Sarbia, Executive Director;

Address   Via Brigata Liguria 105 r, 16121 Genoa, Italy 

Phone    +39 10 564118 

Fax       +39 10 5761484 

E-mail      euros@interbusiness.it

http://www.publinet.it/euros/inglese/index.html

3. Projects / Programs

Title
Program of Support to the three Global Conventions of the UN

Contact person / address
Dott. Ugo Fraddosio

Federazione Italiana Dottori in Agraria e Forestali (FIDAF)

Comitato di Appoggio alle Tre Convenzione (CA3C)

Phone: 06-8416036-6417305

Fax: 06-8845960

Email: fidaf@tin.it

Kind of project / program
Program

Objective(s)
· to awaken the institutions of the Mediterranean Countries (North-South) to scientific, technical and normative aspects of desertification process

· Formulation of specific programs and projects pertinent to the three UN Conventions

Key research field
Desertification

Title
Innovation for the Sustainability of Agricultural System (IPSA)

Contact person / address
National Research Council

P. Also Moro, 7

Rome - Italy 

Kind of project / program
project

Objective(s)
· Organisation is still in progress. The call for proposals should be at the beginning of 1999.

Key research field
Agriculture

Title
Vegetable Biotechnologies

Alternative Crops

Crop Production and Environmental Protection

Contact person / address
P. Sequi

Ministry of Agriculture

Email: psequi@uni.net

Kind of project / program
Projects of the Ministry of Agriculture

5.
Comments

The research in environmental field is carried out by a lot of small research groups belonging to different organisations (Universities, National Research Councils or the Ministries), and there is no organisation at the national level that collects information about all these existing projects, including funding information. As the respondents to both questionnaire and description sheet are working in the field of agriculture, only projects in the specific research field of Sustainable Development in Agriculture were mentioned. 

J

