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1. Analysis of the returned Questionnaires

1.1. National Contact Addresses

Maria do Rosário Partidário

New University of Lisbon

DCEA

Quinta da Torre

2825 Monte da Caparica 

Portugal

Phone.: 0351/1-2954464

Fax.: 0351/1-2948554

Email: mp@mail.fet.unl.pt

Carlos Borrego

University of Aveiro

Department of Environment and Planning

Campus Universitario

3810 Aveiro, Portugal

Phone.: 0351/34-370832

Fax.: 0351/34-26800

Email: borrego@ua.pt

1.2. Rankings of R & D areas in Sustainable Regional Development

1. resources management
biodiversity

2. good governance
resource management

3. environmental economy
integrated land use planning

4. water management
impact management

5. socio-economic issues
transport / mobility

6. quality of life
sustainable development activities (tourism, agriculture, etc.)

7. sustainable agriculture
ecological economics

8. urban / rural interactions
equity

9. biodiversity
participation processes

10. air quality management
good governance

1.3. National Definitions on SRD

No special national definition on SRD in Portugal was given. 

1.4. SRD and its Environmental Aspects as part of the National Research Priorities and National Key Research Fields

Different answers to this question were provided:

SRD and its environmental aspects seem to be a national research priority on its own. There exists a co-operation Program between the National Funding Agency (Fundacao para a Ciena e a Tecnologia - FTC) and the General Direction of Regional Development (Direccao-Geral do Desenvolvimento Regional DGDR) for this purpose. SRD is also included in other research Programs such as PRAXIS XXI dealing with water and air quality management, biodiversity, sustainable agriculture, urban/rural interactions, land use change and environmental economy. The environmental aspects are only mentioned in these national research priorities. 

Another respondent states, that SRD is still only a „buzz word“ in Portugal so far, and that environmental aspects of SRD are not at all included in Portuguese national research priorities at the moment. 

The national key research fields are: 

· Water management

· Urban/Rural Interactions

· Land Use Change

· Research on Desertification

· Sustainable Forestry Policy

But it is stated that even although these research fields are very important for Portugal, the country does not excel in these research fields.

1.5. National Opinion and Expectations for Research Co-operation in the field of SRD

Although the researchers use to co-operate at the project level, there are very few co-operative projects either at the national or at the international level. „The 4th Framework Program didn’t give room to co-operation in the field of SRD.“ The opinion about the 5th Action Program is not yet clear, but some improvements are expected. At the international level, some co-operation existed via the European Science Foundation. But the general opinion seems to be that „hardly anything happens“. 

For future co-operation Portugal has very high expectations at the EU-level because sustainable development is considered most important for future European policy. For the principle of subsidiarity, it is fundamental to increase the research on sustainable regional development. On the other hand, the expectations for co-operations at the international level are not too high. 

1.6. Considered Research Needs and Future Plans

In a lot of different fields, further research is considered important: 

· Socio-economic issues

· Water Management

· Urban/Rural interactions

· Air quality Management

· Biodiversity

· Quality of life

· Sustainable agriculture

· Good governance

and also 

· Integrated Land Use Planning

· Impact Management

· Transport and Mobility

· Ecological Economics

· Equity

· Participation processes

The institutional capacity for the implementation of sustainability was mentioned additionally. „Research is of little interest if it is not linked to the decision-making process.

No national future plans for an organisational framework in regard to SRD are known of in Portugal.

Analysis of the returned Project / Program Description Sheets

For project profiles, see point 4.1. 

Attention: The following evaluation is based on only three returned description sheets (provided by only one single researcher from a university), and has to be interpreted with caution.

1.7. Project / Program

All three Portuguese projects take place in EU-Programs. 

1.8. Key Research Fields

Two projects concern land use research, the third one regional management / co-operation.

1.9. Involved Disciplines

The numbers represent the total number of each discipline mentioned. 

Emphasis in Portugal lies in the field of environmental planning (3) and hydrology (2). All others, like desertification, environmental assessment, environmental sciences, urban & regional planning and Law are mentioned once.

1.10. Interdisciplinary Method

The numbers represent the total number each approach was mentioned. 

Country
Project Leader
System
Group Networking
Negotiation
Other
none

Portugal
1*
0
3
1
0
0

* number of mentioning

1.11. Participation of Social Actors

Societal actors
Number of mentioning

Municipalities/authorities
3

Individuals and Citizens
2

Private interest groups and associations
1

NGO
1

* number of mentioning

1.12. Type and Size of Regions addressed in the Projects / Programs

This question was answered in one description sheet: the project addresses a politically defined region (10 municipalities). 

Types of co-operating Organisations and their Functions


function


funding
strategic
conceptiv
research
policy
dissemination & implementation.
advisory board

university
1*
2
3
3

3


NGO

2
1
1
1
1


public organisation
1
1
1

1
3


private organisation
1
1
1

1
3


national polit. institution
3
1


1
2


regional polit. institution

1



1


European polit. institution
3
1


1
1
1

* Number of mentioning

not mentioned: international political organisation, funding agencies, industry, private research institutions and citizens groups. 

The fact that all of the three description  sheets come from a university researcher explains the predominant position of the university in almost all functions in the projects. An interesting aspect is the fact that the dissemination and implementation of the projects is done by universities themselves as well as by public and private organisations.  The funding of all three described projects comes from both European and national political institutions  (discrepancy to information to question 10 in the description sheets).

1.13. Overall Budget and Funding

The two described projects are financed by the European Union (100 %), for one project no answer was given. 

2. Institutions

2.1. Centres of Excellence 

No contact person is given!

University of Aveiro

Department of Environment and Planning

3810 Aveiro

New University of Lisbon 

Department of Environmental Sciences and Engineering

 Quinta da Torre, 2825 Monte da Caparica

University of Evora, 

5000 Evora

2.2. Involved Organisations and Institutions

The following organisations have been mentioned in description sheets: 

Associao de Agricultores da Charneca

Contact person: 
Carlos Amazal Neto

Rua Dinita de Sao Pedro, 156

2140 Chanusca

Especially important for project funding in the field of SRD are the two funding agencies: 

Contact person/address
Fundacao para a ciencia tecnologia

Av. D. Carlos, 126

1200 Lisboa

Kind of institution
funding institution

Activities/key research fields
national project funding

Contact person/address
Instituto da Cooperacao cientifica e tecnologica

Av. D. Carlos, 126, 6

1200 Lisboa

Kind of institution
funding agency

Activities/key research fields
international project funding 

2.3. National Networks

National networks do not exist. 

2.4. Internet Search

4.2.1 Number of Hits

sustainable+development+portugal: 1

sustainable+development+portugal+regional: 0

4.2.2 Ministries

Ministry of Agriculture:

http://www.min-agricultura.pt/
Ministry of Science:

http://www.mct.pt/
General Direction of the Environment

http://www.dga.min-amb.pt/arvore.html
Projects / Programs

Title
Consequences for the mitigation of desertification of EU policies affecting forestry activity: a combined socio-economic and physico-environmental approach

Contact person / address
Celeste Oliveira Alves Coelho

Departemento de Ambiente e Ordenamento

Universidade de Aveiro

Campus Universitario

P – 3810 Aveiro

Phone: 0351-34-370200

Fax: 0351-34-29290

Email: coelho@dao.ua.pt

Kind of project / Program
Project within the EU-Program Environment and Climate

Objective(s)
· To develop, apply and test methodologies for investigating the erosion, hydrological and soil sustainability impacts of land use and management practice change arising from various EU policies in areas of the Mediterranean vulnerable to land degradation and desertification

Key research field
desertification/land use

Title
Effects of Land use and Land Management Practice Changes on Land Degradation under forest and grazing ecosystems

Contact person / address
Celeste Oliveira Alves Coelho

Departemento de Ambiente e Ordenamento

Universidade de Aveiro

Campus Universitario

P – 3810 Aveiro

Phone: 0351-34-370200

Fax: 0351-34-29290

Email: coelho@dao.ua.pt

Kind of project / Program
Project (INCO DC 1997 – 2000)

Objective(s)
· Investigate the changes on land degradation with increasing forest and grazing activities in the western Mediterranean region 

· to assess the current and likely future land use and land management practice changes that the contemporary socio-economic trends national/regional policies, the 2010 trade free zone and EU CAP Aid Scheme for forestry may induce in areas that are vulnerable to land degradation and desertification

Key research field
Land use

Title
MARIA – Integrated Management Program for Rio de Aveiro

Contact person / address
Celeste Oliveira Alves Coelho

Departemento de Ambiente e Ordenamento

Universidade de Aveiro

Campus Universitario

P – 3810 Aveiro

Phone: 0351-34-370200

Fax: 0351-34-29290

Email: coelho@dao.ua.pt

Kind of project / Program
Project within the EU Program LIFE 96 Env. (Demonstration Program of Integrated Coastal Zone Management)

Objective(s)
· to define an integrated management structure contributing to sustainable development

· to create and exchange information between different interested groups of people

· capacity of rentabilization of procedures and investments by different entities in an area

· elaboration of models of co-operation

Key research field
Management structure/co-operation

Additiaonal mentioned Programs/ Projects 

· Desertification

· Sustainable Forestry 

· Climate Change (Prof. Carlos Borrego)

No further information available!

5 Analysis of attached informatin material

No information material was send.
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