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1. Analysis of the returned questionnnaire

1.1
National Contact Address
Dr. P. Saunders

Science and Technology Division

Chief Scientist Directorate

Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions

Zone 4/24

Great Minster House

76 Marsham Street

London SWIP 4DR

UK

Phone: 0171-890-5980

Fax: 0171-676-2356
Dr. Simon Rycroft 

University of Sussex

Lecture of Human Geography

School of Cultural and Community Studies

Falmer, Brighton BN1 9RQ, UK

Phone: 44 (0) 1273 606 705

Fax: 44 (0) 1273 678 644

Email: S.P.Rycroft@sussex.ac.uk

1.2
Rankings of R & D areas in Sustainable Regional Development
1 land use change
social and cultural aspects

2 biodiversity
citizenship and identity

3 water management
education (including cultural heritage)

4 migration/commuting problems
Communication 

5 renewable energies / resources
urban and rural interactions

6 urban/rural interactions
participation process

7 conservation issues
-

8 sustainable agriculture
-

9 resource management
-

10 quality of life
-

1.3
National Definition on SD and SRD

In the United Kingdom, sustainable development is considered “an overarching theme for all other policies” with no specific definition at regional levels although Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales have their own R & D Programs and participate in UK ones. They have their own environment and countryside conservation agencies with their own monitoring and R & D Programs. 

1.4
SRD and its Environmental Aspects as part of National Research Priorities and national Key Research Fields
The environmental aspects of sustainable regional development are not as such included in national research priorities. 

SD policies are underpinned by R & D Programs, almost any R & D Program can contribute to SD depending on how its results are used. 

The UK are the Government’s Foresight Program for R & D (1995) and the statistical annual reports. (see also information material – chapter 5)

The SD theme is important in all Government-fund Programs. 

Key research fields are :

· Political Sience

· Economic History

· Environmental Sience

1.5
Opinion and Expectations for Research Co-operation in the field of SRD Considered 

The UK thinks the UK is heavily involved in research co-operations at project level within the 4th Framework and 5th Action Program (and in international organisations as UNGP, GEF and IPCC).

The UK expects an increased involvement at the European level. At the international level, the IPCC is going to be more important.

1.6
Research Needs and Future Plans

Research needs:

· Improvement of the Earth monitoring and observation systems

· Impacts and mitigation of climate change

· Factors of Countryside Change

· Mobility and Transport

· Catchment scale management of water resources

· Sustainable Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

· Sustainable Cities

· Renewable energies and resources

· Maintenance of biodiversity

Future Plans:

No future plans for an organisational framework in regard to SRD in the UK . 

2. Analysis of the returned Project / Program Description Sheets

No project or Program description sheets have been provided by the UK.

3. Institutions

3.1
Centres of excellence 

The centres of excellence working on SRD issues are numerous (over 160 universities, together with a large number of Research Council institutes and units, private sector laboratories etc.). 

3.2
Involved Organisations and Institutions

No description sheets from the UK, but the following projects were mentioned in description sheets from other countries:

Tees valley joint strategy unit

No address or contact person was given!

Lewis Castle College

Contact person/address
Dr. Frank Rennie

HS 2 OXR Stornoway

Western Isle of Lewis

Scotland , UK

University of Bangor, Wales

No address or contact person was given!

University of Wales Swansea

No address or contact person was given!

University of Plymouth

No address or contact person was given!

MACONLAY Land Use research Institute

Aberdeen, UK

No address or contact person was given!

Institute of Arable Crop Research

Rothamsted

No address or contact person was given!

3.3
National Networks

There is no national research network specifically oriented towards SRD. 

3.4
Internet Search

3.4.1
Number of Hits

sustainable+development+united kingdom: 1.124535

sustainable+development+united kingdom+regional: 496

3.4.2
Ministries

Ministry of Agriculture:

http://www.open.gov.uk/
Department for Education and Employment:

http://www.dfee.gov.uk/link.htm
Ministry of Environment, Transport and the Regions:

http://www.detr.gov.uk/
3.4.3
Key Organisations focused on Sustainable Development in Europe

Source: http://iisd1.iisd.ca/ic/sb/direct/sdeurope.html

Institute for European Environmental Policies (IEEP) 

IEEP, founded as an integral part of the European Cultural Foundation, analyses strategies and alternatives for the development of policies concerning environmental problems in Europe. The Institute operates via inter-governmental commissions, as well as working closely with non-governmental organisations, to generate solutions for existing problems. It is involved in promoting various activities related to the environment in host countries, carrying out major studies, and organising meetings, workshops, and lectures. 

Key Information Sources:

     Baldock, David; Bennett, Graham. 1991. Agriculture and the polluter pays principle: a study of six EC

     countries. London : IEEP. 231 p. 

     One of many public policy and finance papers prepared by IEEP 

     Institute for European Environmental Policies (IEEP). The environment in Europe. London: IEEP. 

     A periodical published in English, French and German. 

Contact: 

     IEEP

     London Branch Office 3 

Endsleigh Street 

London WC 1H ODD

     United Kingdom

     Voice: 44-171-388-2117

     Fax: 44-171-388-2826 Telex: 261681 

UK Centre for Economic and Environmental Development (UK CEED) 

UK CEED is an independent charitable foundation funded by charitable trusts, private enterprises and government agencies.

Established in 1984, the remit of the Centre is to develop policies which further the economic well-being of the UK and at the same time protect its environment through the sustainable use of resources of all types. UK CEED is recognised as a research institute by the Economic and Social Research Council. 

Key Information Sources:

     Harbinson, Justin (ed). UK CEED bulletin. Cambridge, UK: UK CEED. 6/year. 

Contact:

     UK Centre for Economic and Environmental Development

     3 E King's Parade Cambridge CB2 1SJ

     U.K.

     Voice: 01223 367799

     Fax: 01223 367794

3.4.4
Academic Centres in the IISD-directory

Source: http://iisd1.iisd.ca/

The Centre for Social and Environmental Accounting Research, University of Dundee (CSEAR) 

The Centre was established in 1991 and is base-funded by the Department of Accounting and Business Finance at the University of Dundee, The Chartered Association of Certified Accountants and KPMG Peat Marwick. The Centre is primarily a networking organisation which gathers and disseminates information about the practice and theory of social and environmental accounting and provides a mechanism for academics and practitioners to make contact and support each other in their development of social and environmental accounting teaching, training, practice, research and theory. The Centre also publishes its own research on social and environmental accounting and the role of accounting in sustainability. It has over 200 members in 20 countries.

Key Information Sources 

    The Centre for Social and Environmental Accounting Research. 1993+. Social & environmental accounting :

    the newsletter of the Centre for Social and Environmental Accounting Research. 

    The newsletter was established in 1993 as the successor to The Social Accounting Monitor. Issues cover

    environmental and corporate reporting, largely with a European focus; environmental management accounting

    systems, and social auditing. 

Information services. 

 The Centre maintains a library collection. Computer readable data on social and environmental disclosure is being built up as part of an ongoing research project. 

Contact 

    The Centre for Social and Environmental Accounting Research

    Department of Accountancy and Business Finance University of Dundee Dundee, DD1 4HN Scotland

    U.K.

    Voice: +44-3822-344789

    Fax: +44-3822-24419

    Email: r.h.gray@dundee.ac.uk 

    People: Dr. R. H. Gray, Director Dr. Jan Bebbington; Dr. Ian Cobb; Dr. David Collison; Dr. Reza Kouhy 

The Centre for Social and Economic Research on the Global Environment, University of East Anglia (CSERGE) 

The Centre was founded in October 1991 to undertake interdisciplinary, policy-relevant research to inform decision makers about the scale, causes, and consequences of global environmental problems. Located at the University of East Anglia in Norwich and University College London, the Centre receives major input from a number of people active in ecological economics. A major objective of the Centre is to direct decision makers toward policy options including changes in administrative, regulatory, and pricing arrangements. The socio-economic research currently undertaken by the Centre focuses on three general themes: 1) Climate change; 2) Biodiversity loss; and 3) Institutional adaptation. 

Key Information Sources 

    Barret, S.. 1992. Business-government strategies for environmental protection and evidence submitted to the

    House of Lords Select Committee inquiry into the European Commission's proposal for a carbon/energy tax .

    Norwich, UK : CSERGE, University of East Anglia. 

    Pearce, David;Turner, Kerry; Centre for Social and Economic Research on the Global Environment

    (CSERGE). 1992. Packaging waste and the polluter pays principle - a taxation solution. London: CSERGE.

    CSERGE Discussion Paper WM 92-01. 20 p. 

    Working Paper and Discussion Paper series. 

The Centre disseminates its research results through a Working Papers and Discussion Papers, as well as       books and other fora. 

Contact 

    Centre for Social and Economic Research on the Global Environment (CSERGE)

    c/o The School of Environmental Sciences University of East Anglia Norwich, NR4 7TJ

    U.K.

    Voice: +44-603-593176

    Fax: +44-603-507719

    People: Prof. R. Kerry Turner, Executive Director 

Department of Environmental Economics and Environmental Management, University of York UK (EEEM) 

The Department was established in October 1992 to integrate the methods of analysis of economics, biology and

environmental science in the development of courses and research Programs in the national and international management of the natural environment. Present EEEM staff are undertaking research in a number of areas including ecological-economic modelling, biodiversity loss, ecological valuation, natural resource accounting and environment/development linkages, transboundary atmospheric pollution, and habitat fragmentation. 

Key Information Sources 

    Perrings, C. ed.. Environment and development economics. London: Cambridge University Press. 

    This new journal includes research by those working at the intersecting of economics, environment and

    development. It also seeks to provide policy-relevant material in a form that will make it accessible to

    decision-makers. 

    Working Paper series. 

    EEEM's research results are disseminated through its Working Paper series. 

Contact 

    Department of Environmental Economics and Environmental Management and University of York

    Heslington, York Y01 5DD

    U.K.

    Voice: +44-1904-432-999

    Fax: +44-1904-432-998

The Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex (IDS) 

The Institute was founded in 1966 as a centre concerned with economic and social development in the context of the relationships between rich and poor countries. The academic staff work both in the UK and overseas and are involved in research, teaching and operational assignments embracing a wide range of development problems within poor countries, and the relationship between these countries and the rest of the world economy. The IDS serves as a well-respected international forum for discussion and debate on development issues. There are currently four broad interdisciplinary research Programs: 

· Rural poverty reduction, food security and the environment; 

· Human development; 

· Government, market and society; 

· Productive enterprise and its context; 

Within this framework research groups work on: o Trade and Finance; o Structural Adjustment; o Technology and Industrialisation; o Employment and Livelihoods; o Rural Development and the Environment; o Food Security; o Gender; o Health; o Education; o Politics and Institutions; o The Role of the State. 

Key Information Sources 

    Institute for Development Studies. IDS Bulletin. Brighton, UK : University of Sussex. quarterly. 

 Covers issues in agriculture, rural problems, politics, economic development, socialist strategies, gender issues, health, education, employment, trade, aid, debt and poverty. 

The British Library for Development Studies. DEVLINE (DEVelopment information service onLINE).    Sussex:University of Sussex. 

DEVLINE is provided by the British Library for Development Studies, at the Institute for Development Studies, University of Sussex, Brighton, Sussex, U.K. DEVLINE provides the following services as of May, 1995: 

IDISDB: The online catalogue and journal articles database of the British Library for Development Studies

EGUIDE.DB: An online database of electronic information sources on development studies including access

    information to library catalogues of the universities world-wide with significant and notable collections in

    development studies; electronic mail discussion lists, gopher services

COURSES.DB and PEOPLE.DB:

    Databases of UK courses and specialists in development studies

PRA.DB: A database of references on

    Participatory rural Appraisal, with abstracts.

    Email: blds@sussex.ac.uk 

    Connect to: gopher://gopher.ids.ac.uk 

    Connect to: http://www.ids.ac.uk 

Annual report, Handbook Publications Catalogue. 

Includes general organisational information, research and operational activities and publications. 

Contact 

    Institute for Development Studies

    The British Library for Development Studies, Brighton, Sussex, BN1 9RE

    UK

    Fax: +44 0 1273 621202/691647

    Email: blds@sussex.ac.uk 

    People: Peter Ferguson 

    Institute of Development Studies

    University of Sussex Brighton BN1 9RE

    U.K.

    Voice: +44-1273-606261

    Fax: +44-1273-691-647 Telex: 877997

    Email: ids@sussex.ac.uk

Overseas Development Institute, Regent's College (ODI) 

ODI is an independent non-governmental centre for development research and a forum for discussing the problems facing developing countries. Research covers macro and environmental economics, agriculture, food aid, relief/rehabilitation. 

Key Information Sources 

    Overseas Development Institute. Development policy review. Cambridge, MA : Blackwell. quarterly.

    (ISBN/ISSN: 0950-6764). 

    Winpenny, J.T. (ed). 1991. Development research : the environmental challenge. London: Overseas

    Development Institute. 

 Bebbington, A.; Wellard, K.; Lewis, D.J.. 1993 +. Non-governmental organisations. London, U.K.: Routledge. The books in the Series present detailed empirical insights into the work of non-governmental organisations in agriculture. The case material was set within the context of NGOs' relations with the State and their contribution to democratisation and the consolidation of rural civil society. The Series includes: Non-governmental organisations, the State and sustainable agricultural production; Non-governmental organisations and the State in Asia; Non-governmental organisations and the State in Africa; and Non-governmental organisations and the State in Latin America. 

Overseas Development Institute. odi.info. 

    The Overseas Development Institute posts its information and publications on this computer conference. 

Contact 

    Overseas Development Institute

    Regent's College Inner Circle Regent's Park, London NW1 4NS

    U.K.

    Voice: +44-71-487-7611

    Fax: +44-71-487-7590

    Email: odi@gn.apc.org

    People: Mark Perkins, RRMG Librarian; library@odi.org.uk 

Oxford Forestry Institute (OFI) 

The Oxford Forestry Institute is the base for Oxford University's activities in forestry education, training, research, information and advisory services. Through association with CAB International, the Institute's Library has been developed as the world's leading centre for forestry literature. In addition to University related roles, the Institute acts as managing agent for Overseas Development Administration (ODA) projects linking British and overseas institutions and also acts as ODA's Resource Centre for forestry. 

Key Information Sources 

    University of Oxford. Department of Plant Sciences. Oxford Forestry Institute.. Oxford Forestry Institute

    (OFI) World Wide Web Server. 

    The Institute provides OFI occasional papers; OFI and Department of Plant Sciences Annual reports; OFI and

 Department of Plant Sciences Staff contact information; and other key forestry resources available on the Internet. 

Contact 

    Oxford Forestry Institute

    South Parks Road Oxford 0X1 3RB

    U.K.

    Voice: 44-865-275000

    Fax: 44-865-275074

    Email: FOREST@VAX.OXFORD.AC.UK 

Queen Elizabeth House, Oxford University (QEH) 

QEH acts as the centre of development studies in the University, with links to all the major fields of study which bear on the subject. It is also the centre of a world-wide network of scholars and practitioners in developing countries. QEH comprises a core of academic staff engaged in teaching and research together with a number of outside funded Programs. 

Key Information Sources 

    The Centre for Cross-Cultural Research on Women. 

    First established in 1983, the Centre is an integral part of the Queen Elizabeth House, focusing on gender and

    development from a cross-cultural perspective. The Centre's 16 members and research associates form a

 multidisciplinary group with backgrounds in social anthropology, economic history and law, and have carried out research on women and development in Africa, the Middle East, South and Southeast Asia, China, Latin America and the Caribbean. 

    Finance and Trade Policy Research Centre. 

    The Finance and Trade Policy Research Centre is an integral part of the Queen Elizabeth House and acts as a

    training ground for postgraduate students and a research centre focusing on the economic and organisational

 aspects of international trade and finance policies, with special reference to the process of sustainable  

 economic growth. The Centre is concerned with the international dimensions of development and cross-country or comparative analysis, rather than specialising in particular countries or regions. It undertakes research on policies supportive of sustainable investment and employment levels. 

    The International Development Centre Library (Oxford University, Queen Elizabeth House). International

    Development Centre Library Web Site. 

    Specialises in development studies, agricultural economics and rural development. 

Contact 

    Queen Elizabeth House

    University of Oxford 21 St. Giles Oxford 0X1 3LA

    United Kingdom

    Voice: +44-1865-273600

    Fax: +44-1865-273607

    Email: qeh@vax.ox.ac.uk
3.4.5
Contact Addresses for all Organisations in the IISD-directory

Source: http://iisd1.iisd.ca/ic/sb/contact.htm

CAB International

Allingford, Oxon OX10 8DE

U.K.

Voice: +44-491-832-111

Fax: +44-491-833-508

Email: cabi@cabi.org

The Centre for Social and Environmental Accounting Research 

Department of Accountancy and Business Finance University of Dundee Dundee, DD1 4HN Scotland

U.K.

Voice: +44-3822-344789

Fax: +44-3822-24419

Email: r.h.gray@dundee.ac.uk 

People: Dr. R. H. Gray, Director Dr. Jan Bebbington; Dr. Ian Cobb; Dr. David Collison; Dr. Reza Kouhy

Department of Environmental Economics and Environmental Management and University of York

Heslington, York Y01 5DD

U.K.

Voice: +44-1904-432-999

Fax: +44-1904-432-998 

Earthscan Publications Ltd.

120 Pentonville Road London N1 9JN

United Kingdom

Voice: 44-71-278-0433 

Fax: 44-71-278-1142 

4. Projects / Programs

See point 5.

Evaluation of additionally submitted information material

DETR: Opportunities for Research and Development

Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions (1998): DETR - Opportunities for Research and Development, Science and Technology Policy Division, Information note 1/98

Internet: http://www.research.detr.gov.uk/sustainable/index.htm
The aim of the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions is to improve the quality of life by promoting sustainable development at home and abroad, fostering economic prosperity and supporting local democracy. The department has a wide range of policy responsibilities:

· Environmental Protection

· Housing. Construction, Regeneration and Countryside

· Railways, Aviation and Shipping

· Planning, Roads and local Transport

The department encourages and funds science, engineering and technology in support of its policy, operational, regulatory and industrial sponsorship responsibilities. In total, the planned expenditure for the year 1998/1999 is more than 100 million pounds. This sum does not include the extensive monitoring and research Programs of the Health & Safety Executive, the Environment Agency, the Highways Agency or Maritime and Coastguard Agency, or any other body receiving grant-ins from the Departments which sponsor in support of their statutory duty.  

The department’s research requirements are taken forward by the relevant Directorates according to their policy and operational responsibilities. The Chief Scientist’s Directorate co-ordinates where appropriate and formulates and manages the Department’s interests in central, interdepartmental and cross-cutting Programs.

The following text is able only to provide a broad indication of some of the current research work and the research work likely commissioned over the next months. 

The three best-funded Programs by far (along with Construction and Land Transport) are: 

Energy Efficiency Best Practice Program  

Key goals for 1998/99:

· inclusion of product life-cycle energy implications within the definition of energy saving potentials for R & D projects and extending the influence of the BP into new areas where energy efficiency is otherwise hard to promote helping to optimise savings for the UK as a whole

· to address interactions between energy efficient technologies and environmental safeguards in co-operations with the Environmental Technology Best Practice Program

· to strengthen co-operation with other relevant Programs (e.g. Research Councils, Technology Foresight, Energy Saving Trust)

· to extend future practice activities in the direction of technology procurement

· assessment of the overall impact of R & D to be taken further, in form of obtaining feedback from users

Global Atmosphere 
Key goals for 1998/99:

· to provide effective technical input on response strategy inventories and underpinning science for the UK’s negotiating position on the development of a protocol under the Framework Convention on Climate Change

· to strengthen the international dimension of the Climate Prediction Program

· to assess the potential inputs of climate change on a wide range of sectors on the UK in support of the development of adaptation strategies

· to assess the risk of increased UVB radiation due to ozone depletion over the next 10 years

Air and Environment Quality 
Key goals for 1998/99:

· the formulation and periodic revision of a strategy for air quality management, including the formulation of standards and targets and timescales for their achievement

· the establishment of the system for reviews and assessments of local air quality in the UK, as required by the Env. Act 1995

· support for policy discussions on air quality limit values, guide values and monitoring in EC Daughter Directives

· support for the formulation of cost effective strategies for ozone, acidification and eutrophication, persistent organic pollutants and heavy metals within the EU and UNECE

Other Programs : 

Radioactive Substances , Water and Contaminated Land, Chemicals and Biotechnology, Noise, Environmental Policy Analysis, Waste policy, Planning and Minerals Countryside, Darwin Initiative, Local Government, Housing and Regeneration Environment Technology Civil Aviation Services, Transport Security Office of 

5.2 Science and Technology,  Foresight Program 

Office of Science and Technology (1998): 

Foresight – Consultation on the next round of the Foresight Program

This document seeks views on proposals for the next round of work under the UK Foresight Program, which the Government intends to launch in 1999. This next round will build on the work done since 1994 when the first Foresight Program was launched to produce a new set of visions and a fresh agenda for action. The objective is to enhance the UK’s ability to meet the challenges of the future and take full advantage of the opportunities identified. 

Foresight aims to generate special outputs which

· identify significant market opportunities or threats for specific sectors, looking beyond normal commercial timescales

· identify emerging capabilities of and demand for science, engineering and technology

· highlight areas of policy, regulation, education and training where Government acting would deliver widespread benefits

· set an agenda for action by the business, scientific, voluntary and public sectors to increase national wealth and quality of life

Several themes generally reflecting important social and market trends have emerged (Ageing Population, Future Cities, Crime Control, Social Cohesion, Education, Skills and Training and Sustainable Development). These themes are discussed in regard to the purpose of improved decision-making for businesses, institutions coping with research and training and the government. 

The impact of Foresight:

· Foresight should help businesses to improve their decision-making and secure their long-term competitive advantage

· It is fostering investment in new partnerships that should bring together business, the science base and the government to address Foresight priorities

· It impacts also across government and is informing the policy and funding decisions of Departments, Research Councils (e.g. the funding priorities of the EPSRC – see below) and other public sector bodies

· It is used by trade associations, professionals, institutions and other organisations to serve the interests of the members and communities

5.3
EPSRC Program 1997 – 1998

(Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council)

This Program was published to assist proposers to shape their own future research in the context of what is currently supported (priorities of the Program). The EPSRC (Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council) acts in behalf of the Government to support research and post graduate training. The relevant Program area in this context is the Engineering for Infrastructure, the Environment and Healthcare. The objectives of this Program are to support research of relevance to SD. As a result of the Program’s emphasis on environmental and sustainable research, close links are in place with NERC (Natural Environment Research Council), MRC and ESRC (Economic and Social Research Council - which supports complementary work on socio-economics and public perception). There are also links with a number of non-Research Council funders, including the Environment Agency, MAFF (Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food), DOH (Department of Health), DOT (Department  of Transport), DOE (Department of the Environment) and DTI (Department of Trade and Industry). The specific activities were: 

· Public utilities

· Transport 

· Waste management and minimisation

· Sustainable Cities

· Coastal, Estuarine and Waterway Engineering

· Marine Technology

· Healthcare Engineering

5.4
Science, Engineering and Technology Statistics 1996

Annual review on Government-financed research and development including international comparisons 

Information has been provided by the National Contact Person (point 1.1)
5. Comments

As the UK is heavily involved in research activities and co-operations, and as there are hundreds of research institutions dealing with SD and SRD (as the investigation in the internet showed), this evaluation can only give a small insight in the current state of research focused on SRD in the UK. 

P

